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PUBLIC LAWS OF THE STATE GF MAINE, 
Passed by the Fifty-Sixth Legislature, A. D. 1877. 
Chapter |4«. 
A ACT in relation to Executions. 
fit if enacted by the Senate, and House of Representa- 
tives in Legislature assembled as follows: 
Ir an execution has been, or shall be issued by the 
clerk, judge, nr recorder of any court in any county, ujnm 
a judgment rendered on default of an absent defendant in 
a pers tnal action, within one year after the rendition of 
-uch judgment, without deposit of the bond specified in 
(*"oC mis four and five of chapt-r eighty-two of the revised 
st .tut h. through accident, inadvertence or mistake, all 
proceedings upon or by virtue of such execution or judg- 
ment, shall, aft* r the expiration of one year from the 
rendition of such judgment, have the same effect and 
validity as if the bond had been duly given, deposited 
and approved, unloss a petition for review has been 
brought within said year; and, in case such judgment is 
not reversed on review if brought within said year, all 
-uch proceedings upon or by virtue of such execution 
-h ill !»e valid as aforesaid, after final judgment for the 
•'••f -udant in review. 
(Approved January 20, 1H77.) 
Chapter 150. 
A »'T relating to the Supreme Judicial Court for the 
<< u. fy of Sagadahoc. 
/’* it enacted by the Senate and House of Reprcscnta- 
fil es in ft ijislattire assembled, as follows 
Sm.tion t-Mction seventeen of chap er seventy-seven, 
"t tlio revised statutes, is hereby amended, by striking 
"Uf the words, ‘-the December term for civil business 
only,’* in the thirty-third and thirty-fouvth lines thereof. 
f'Krr. 2. All acts and parts ot acts, inconsistent with 
this act. are h-reby repealed. 
Approved January 20, 1S77.) 
Chapter 151. 
AN A 1 to amend section fifty-six, chapter fifiy-one, of 
the Ite vised Statutes, and additional to chapter one hun- 
dr- <1 and twenty-two of the Public Laws of eighteen 
hundred and seventy-six. 
He it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives in Legislature assembled, as follows 
Section 1. Section fifty-six of chapter fifty-one of the 
revised statutes is hereby amendtd, by adding aft-r the 
word “name,” in the third fine, the words ‘or by a notice 
Mgut-'i uy uue ur uiyre 01 saiu Donanoia^TB, selling lorin 
c:i*- time, place and purpose of the meeting, a copy of 
which is to be published in a newspaper in the county, 
if any, otherwise, in the state paper, seven days before 
the meeting,’ so that said section, as amended, shall read 
as follows: 
'Section 56. Xht new corporation may call Its first 
meeting in the manner provided for the calling the first 
meeting of the original corporation, and use therefor the 
old name, or by a notice, signed by one or more of said 
bondholders, setting forth the time, place and purpose oi 
tit meeting, a copy of which is to be published in a 
newspaper in the county, if any, otherwise, in the state 
paper, seven days before the meeting; but, at that meet- 
ing, may adopt a new one, by which it shall always after 
be known; and It may take and hold the possession, and 
have the use of the mortgaged property, though a bill in 
equity to redeem is pending, and may become a party 
defendant to such bill.’ 
Sect. 2. The provisions of said section fifty-six, as 
amended, shall also apply to all corporations mentioned 
in chapter one hundred and- twenty-two of the public laws 
of eighteen hundred and seventy-six, entitled ‘‘An Act to 
provide for securing the rights of Mortgage Bondholders.” 
( Approved January HO, 1877.) 
Chapter 153. 
An Act amendatory to chapter one hundred and nineteen 
of the Revised Statutes, relating to offenses against 
habitations, dwellings, etc.*, also amendatory to chapter 
one hundred and twenty of the Revised Statutes, relat- 
ing to larceny, and receiving stolen goods. 
He it enacted bg the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives in Legislature assembled, as follows: 
Sbction 1. Section eight of chapter one hundred and 
nineteen of the revised statutes of eighteen hundred and 
seventy-one, is hereby amended, bv inserting after the 
w >rd “vessel” in the fourth line of said section, the words 
*r til road car of any kind,’ so that said section eight, as 
amended, 6hall read as follows, viz: 
‘Section 8. Whoever, with intent to commit a felon}', 
breaks and enters in the day time, or enters without 
breaking in the night time, any dwelling-house, or breaks 
and enters any office, bank, shop, store, warehouse, ves- 
sel, railroad car of any kind, or building in which valua- 
ble things are kept, any person being lawfully therein 
and put in fear, shall be punished by imprisonment not 
less than one nor more than ten years, but If no per*i 
was lawfully therein and put in fear, by imprisonment not 
more than five years, or by hue not exceeding live hun- 
dred dollars.’ 
Skct. 2. Section two of chapter one hundred and 
twenty of the revised statutes of eighteen hundred and 
seventy-one, is hereby amended, by inserting after the 
word “vessel,’’ in the fourth li#e of said section, the 
words ‘railroad car of any kind,5 so that said section two, 
as amended, shall read as follows, viz 
‘Section 2. Whoever, without breaking, commits lar- 
ceny in the night time, in a dwelling-house, <>r building 
adjoining ami occupied therewith, or breaks and enters 
any otliee, bank, shop, store, warehouse, barn, stable, 
vessel, railroad car of any kind, court house, j ail, meet- 
ing-house, college, academy, or other building tor public 
use or in which valuable things are kept, and commits 
larceny therein, shall be punished by imprisonment not 
less than one nor more than fifteen years; and when the 
offense is committed in the day time, by imprisonin' ct 
not more than six years, or by tine not exceeding one 
thousand dollars. 
Approved January .11, IhTT.j 
Chapter 15!t. 
An Act to amend section eight of chapter eighty m\ of 
the Revised Statutes, relating to Trustee Process, as 
heretofore amended. 
lit it enacted by the Senate and House nf Representa- 
tive* in Legislature, assembled, as fol’ows: 
Skctiox 1. Section eight of chapter eighty-six of the 
revised statutes is hereby amended, by adding after tlie 
words “all corporations,’’ in the first line of the said sec 
lion, the words ‘and all foreign or alien companiea or 
corporations established by the laws of any other state or 
country, aud having a place of business, or doing busi- 
ness within this state,’ and by adding after the word 
“such,” in the third line of said section, the words com- 
panies or,’ so that section, as amended, shall read us 
follows; 
‘Sections. All corporations, nnd all foreign or alien 
companies or corporations established by the laws of any 
other state or country, and having a place of business, >r 
doing business within this state, may be summoned as 
trustees, and the writs served on them, as other writs on 
such companies or corporations; and they may answer by- 
attorney or agent, and make disclosures, whieh shall be 
signed and sworn to by such attorney or agent, or such 
other person as upon whom legal service of the wr«t may 
be made; and the same proceedings shall thereupon be 
had throughout, except necessary changes in form, as in 
other cases of foreign attachment.’ 
(ApproV'Xl January 21, 187T 
Chapter l .VI. 
An Act additional, relating to Corporations. 
Be it enact*yl by the Senate and House of Rt-prtsenta- 
tives in Legislature assembled as follows: 
Section 1. Kxcept where otherwise provided by 
statute, whenever at any meeting of the stockh 1'.era < t 
any corporation, legally called therefor, such stockholders 
may vote, or have voted, to dissolve such corporation, a 
bill in equity against said corporation for dissolution 
thereof, may be filed by any officer, stockholder or 
creditor of said corporation in the supreme judicial court, 
in the county ia which said corporation h is an established 
pluce of business, or in the county in which it hold its 
last stockholders’ meeting, upon which bill notice shall be 
given as may be ordered by any justice of sail court, in 
term time or vacation, upon proof of which notice, such 
proceedings may be had according to the usual course ot 
suits in equity, that said corporation shall be dissolved 
t and terminated. 
Sect. 2. 8aid court shall have jurisdiction in said 
i cause to appoint receivers, issue injunctions, and pass 
interlocutory decrees and orders, according to the usual 
; course of proceedings iu equity; and shall, moreover, 
upon dissolving Baid corporation, or upon terminating its 
charter, appoint one or more trustees, who shall have all 
the powers conferred upon similar trustees by revised 
statutes, chapter forty-six, sections eighteen, nineteen and 
twenty, or by the statute approved February twenty-foar, 
eighteen hundred and seventy-one, entitled “An Act fixing 
the liability of stockholders in corporations," or by any 
other statute or law of the state, and also, all such special 
powers as may be properly given them by said court. 
But, notwithstanding the appointment of such trustees, 
said court may superintend the collection and distribution 
of the assets of said corporation, and may retain said bill 
for that purpose. 
Sect. 3. Nothing herein contained shall l>e construed 
to relieve any officer, shareholder or oth person from 
any liability to which he would be subject if this act had 
not been passed. 
8kc. 1. This act shall take effect when approved. 
(Approved January :',lf 1STT.) 
Chapter 
An act to amend section eighteen of chapter eighty <.n< 
of the Revised Statutes, relating to service on c.>rj>r 
tions in civil actions. 
Be it marled l>1/ the Senate and ffou.se >' Repr. -,:u- 
tives iti Legislature assembled, as follows. 
Skctimn 1. Section eighteen of chapter righti'-one 
the Rev is d Statutes is hereby amended. by iuserurv 
alter the word “thereof,” in th.' tenth line of s,.id section, 
the words ‘and in all suits and proceedings at law or 
equity against any foreign or alien company, or corpor 
tion established by the laws of any other state or country 
and having a place of business within this state, or dome 
business th-rein, service of the writ, bill, petition or other 
process, shall be sufficient, il made by leaving an attested 
copy thereof with the presi lent, clerk, cashier, treasurer 
agent, director or attorney of such company or corpora 
tion, or by leaving such copy ac the office or place t 
business of such company or corporation within this state, 
so that when a trended, said section shall read as follows 
‘Section IS. In suits against a county, the summons 
shall be served by leaving an attested copy thereof with 
one of the county commissioners or their clerk; against a 
town, parish, religious society or school district, with t: 
cl. rk, or one of the seKctmen, or assessors. there is an; 
such officer; if not, with a member of such corporation 
ai d against any other corporation, however created, with 
its president, clerk, cashier, treasurer, general agent or 
dir- t< r. if there is no such officer or ageut found within 
the county where such corporation is established, or where 
its records or papers are by I iw required to be kept, w.l 
any member thereof; and in all suits and proceedings at 
law or in equity against any foreign or alien company or 
corporation established by the laws of any other state or 
country, and having a place of business within this 
<»r doing business therein, service of the writ, bill, petition 
or other process shall be sufficient, if made by leaving an 
attested copy thereof with the president, clerk, cash it* 1 
treasurer, agent, director or attorney of such company or 
corporation, ->r by leaving such oopy at the office or pla» 
of business of such company or corporation within thi-. 
state; and in each case, it shall be so served thirty tlsv 
before the return day thereof. 
(Approved January 1, 1*77.) 
C'hnpfcr 15P# 
An Avt in relation to proceedings in Criminal Cas* n. 
lit it enact! d by tht Senate and House oj Rtpr estn'a 
tire m Lfgis/ature assembled, as follows: 
No indictment shall be quashed or adjudged bin], nor 
shall tht proceedings in any criminal case be arrested 
reversed by reason of any defect, or want of form, or Lr 
regularity in the venires for grand or traverse jurors, 
in the issuing or return of the same, or in the drawing' ui 
summoning of grand or travers juror -, unless it */,*: 
appear to the court that ihe respondent has been or mu 
lar ii jtired thereby. 
(Approved February 2, 1377., 
Chapter 157. 
An Act to amend section eight ol chapter seventy-eight >( 
.he Revised Statutes, relating to the adjournment ol th 
session of the County Commissioners’ Court. 
lie it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent » 
tires in Legislature assembled as follows: 
Section 1. Section eight of chapter seventy.eight of 
the revised statutes, is hereby amended, by striking ut 
the word “two,” in the fourth line, so that said section, u> 
amende*],shall read as follows: 
‘Section s. Two commissioners constitute a quorum 
wheti only one attends, he may adjourn to a convenient 
time and place; when no one attends, the clerk may ad 
journ, as provided in section twenty ol chapter s**\enty 
seveu.’ 
(Approved February 2, ls77.) 
Chapter 158. 
An Act additional to chapter one hundred and on**, of th*- 
Public Laws of the year one thousand eight hundred 
and seventy-six, relating to the Equity Powers of the 
Supreme Judicial Court. 
Re it enacted by the. Senate and House of Representa 
tires in Legislature assembled, as follows 
Section 1. Chapter oue hundred and one, of the pub lie laws of tin* yar one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy-six, is hereby amended, hy adding at the end 
thereof, til** words ‘and any property or Interest conveyed 
in fraud of creditors,’ so that the said specification, as 
amended, shall read as follows: 
‘Tetifti. In suits for the re-delivery of goods or chattel* 
taken or detained from the owner, and secreted or with- 
held. so that the same cannot be replevied, and In bills in 
equity, by a creditor or creditors, to reach and apply In 
payment of a debt, any property right, title or interest 
legal or equitable, of a debtor or debtors residing or found within this stab*, which cannot be come at to be attached 
on writ, or taken -*n exeeuthui in a tuif at law against 
such debtor or debtors, and which is not exempt bylaw 
from such attachment and scizur-- and any properly 
Interest conveyed in fraud of creditors.’ 
Hbc. This act shall take effect when approved 
Approved February 1ST 7 
Chapter 
At Act i* ••tinv: ei sectior four ! chapter one hundred and 
twenty-liv* *»f ih- revised statutes, relating to (iamblitig. 
h‘< it tine ted by fh e Senate and House of Represent a- 
hi es in Legislature assembl'd as tblb-ws- 
Section four ot chapter or.e hundred and tw, ntj-five of 
the Revised Statutes is h« r- by amended, b\ adding t- said 
section, the words ‘and all v cution>, issu*-d <n ju fern* n*.. 
in favor of the lov >, or in fav,,r of a third i*tsou. as 
above mentioned, shall show that the judgment was n n- 
dcred against the defendant hr or on account of money 
won at gambling, and shall order the detendaa: to !»■• com- 
mitted to jail for the space of three months from date of 
arrest, at the county’s e\pens<-. unless the judgment, 
sis, and board, while ia jail, shall or •; !>•• pa i, a'ier 
which time, he may be released, on giving bond or dis- 
closing, as is provided in case of poor debtors,* so that, 
when amended, said section shall read as foH-nvs. 
‘Section I. Whoever, by gambling, or betting on per- 
sons gambling, loses to any person so gambling or betting, 
-uiy money or goods, and pays or delivers any part there- 
of. may sue for and recover the some of the winner, in an 
action on the ca-e. brought within three months there- 
after-, and if the loser does not, without covin or collusion, 
within said time prosecute therefor with >,ct. any other 
|M»rson may sue for ami recover of the winner treble the 
value of the same in such action, one-half to his own use, 
and the otftier half b* the use of the town; and all execu- 
tions, is ued on judgment, in favor of the l>>s.*r, or in favor 
of a third person, as amentioned, shall show that 
the judgment was rendered against the defendant for or 
on account of ra n* y vv >r at wambling, and shall order 
the defendant to ins committed to jail f >r the space of 
khree months from date oi arrest, at the county’s ex- 
J>ense, unle-s the judgment, osta and board, while in jail, 
shall sooner be paid, aft*, which tunc, he may h. released, 
on «f*ving bend or disclosing, as is provided in case **i 
IKKir debtors 
’Approval February :>. 187' 
Chapter KM). 
An Act repealing sections five, gix, seven and eight, chap 
ter thirty, Revised Statutes, relating to Bounty on Bears 
and Wolves 
Bt it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives in Legislature assembled as follows 
Sections five aix, seven and eight of chapter thirty of 
the revised statut s, relating to bounty cn l-.-ars and 
wolves, are hereby repealed. 
Approved February 8, 161-.: 
Chapter 1(11. 
An Act t>> prevent destruction of Books, Pictures, Statue*. 
and Paintings, in Public Libraries. 
P<* it enacted by the Senate ana House of Rcpresenta 
live' in Legislature assembled, as follow* 
Whosoever wantonly mars, defaces or injures any book, 
picture, statue or paint!; v belonging to any public library, 
or library cf any association opened to the public, in this 
state, shall be punished by a fine not exceeding ten dol- 
lars, tn be recovered before any court competent to try the 
same. 
(Approved February 8, 1877.) 
Chapter 102. 
An Act additional to chapter one hundred and twenty- 
seven of the Public Laws of eighteen hundred and 
seventy-six, entitled An Act in re a lion to appeals 
from County Commission- rs.” 
Be it enacted by thi Senate and House of Rr/rresenta- 
tii'es in Legislature assembled, as follows 
Chapter one hundred ai d twei ty-s* ven of the public 
laws of eighteen hundred and t>< venty six is hereby 
amended, by irserting after the word annulled,” in the 
Bixth line of said section, the words *and all apjn-als takui 
and allowed in such cases, are hereby made valid,’ so that 
drfid section, as amended shall read ns id 1 ,wy: 
‘The provisi* ns of chapter ninety-one, of the public 
laws of Maine, approved January twen-y-r.ine. eighteen 
hundred and seventy-three, st all not apply to any case 
relating to the location, alteration or discontinuance of 
any highway, pending at the date of the passage of said 
act, in which a right of appeal was thereby annulled; an 
ill appeals taken and allowed in such cases, are hereby 
made valid, but parties interested may, jointly < sever- 
ally, apply in writing to the county commissioners in any 
county wnere such case was then pending, within three 
mouths frhrn trie approval "f this act, for leave to enter 
an appeal to ihe next term of the supreme judicial ec urt 
in such county; and thereupon, said county commissioners 
shall oause all further proceed! gsto be stayed, and such 
parties may enter and prosecute such appeal in said 
supreme judicial court, with all the rights otherwise pro- 
vided by law; provided, however, that this act shall not 
apply to appeals in any case where such highway has 
i-eeu actually built, altered, discontinued, or contracted to 
be built, altered or disconti. u< d 
(Approved Febmary d, loTT 
Chapter l(l!i. 
An act to prevent loitering, without right, whhin the 
station houses tr abeut the premises of railroad corpo- 
rati 'tis. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives in Legislature assembled, as follows 
Section 1. No person or persons shall loiter or remain, 
without right, within any car, station house of a railroad 
(Corporation, or upon the platforms or grounds adjoining 
such station, after biit;g reouostcd to leave th'' same by 
any railroad officer. 
2. Any person vi i->tiug the provisions <-f section 
o'.f f this act, shall be subject to a fine o! not kss than 
two n more than ten dollars. 
or ot. r. Trial justices In their several counties, judges 
f municipal and police courts in their respective cities, 
shall have jurisdiction of all complaints under this act, 
su'ject t-appeal to the supreme judicial Court. 
S: r 4 It shall be the duty of the officers of the 
several railrtiad corporations of the state, to have posted, 
in a eonspic.u'ius place at the several depots along the line 
I Die road ot the coroj any, a copy of the above law. 
ce- ,V TJii- nc. .shall take effect when approved. 
Approval February 6, 1877.; 
tlmptcr 10-1. 
An act t amend s»- finn four of chapter seventy-eight of 
ti.c ubiic Laws f eighteen hundred and seventy-six, 
relating to the erection of fish weirs and wharves in tide 
Re it. tuneful by the Striate and House of Representa- 
tives in IjeciM/ iture assembled, as follows: 
Section four of chapter seventy-eight of the public laws 
of eighteen hnn.'rod and seventy-six is hereby amended, 
by add ire to said section, after the word “act.” the words 
‘provided, that nnthiilfc in this chapter shall be so con- 
strued as i« apply to fish weirs the materials of which are 
wholly or chit fly removed annually,’ so tl*e seotion, as 
amended, shall read as follows: 
‘Sectiou 4. No fish weirs shall hereafter be erected, or 
wharf extended, erected or maintained, except in accord 
ance with the provisions of ihis act; provided, that noth- 
ing in thi.-. chapter shall be so construed as to apply to 
fish weirs the mat- rial6 of which are wholly or chiefly 
removed annually.’ 
(Approved February fi, 1S77 ) 
Chapter 1(15, 
An act to amend section one hundred and fifty-three of 
chapter six of the Revised Statutes, relating to the 
powers > f town treasurers. 
it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives in / egislature assembled, as follows 
Suction 1. Section one hundred and fifty-three of chap- 
ter six of the revised statutes is hereby amended, by in- 
serting after the word “thirty,” in the last line of said 
section, the words‘sixty or ninety,’ so that said section, 
as amended, shall read as follows, viz 
‘Section 163. The treasurer of any town who is also a 
collector, may issue hi3 warrant to the sheriff of any 
ct untv or to his deputy, or to a constable of his town, di- 
recting him to distrain the person or property of any 
persou who is delinquent in paying his taxes, after the : 
expiration of the time fixed fur payment by vote of the 
town which warrant shall be of the fame tenor as that | 
prescribed to be issued by municipal officers nr assessors 
couecmrs, v;iuug<nK sucn nuns as •uem 10 oe cnangeci, 
.cur:.able to the treasurer in thirty,sixty or ninety days.’ 
Skc !<.’• This act shall take effect when approved. 
(Approved February’ 6,1877*) 
Chapter l(Pi. 
An act authorizing the snle of islands belonging to the 
Sate. 
/»< it enacted by thf. Senate and House of Representa- 
tives in Legislature assembled, as follows 
The land agent, under the direction of the governor 
and council, is hereby authorized to sell, either at public 
auction or private sale, any islands on the coast, belonging 
to the state. 
(Approved February 7, 1*77., 
Chapter 107. 
An act t- facilitate the detection and punishment of certain 
offenses. i 
3e it enacted by the. Senate and House of Representa- 
fives in Legislature, assembled as follows: 
Section* 1. Whenever there shall appear to the attor- { 
ney general probable cause to believe that the offense of 
murderer arson has bet-n committed in this shite, ana 
there is need of special investigation to discover the per- 
petrators thereof, the attorney general may, upon the ap- 
plication of tlie county attorney of the county in wl ich 
su-.h offense is believed to have been committed, detail 
any civil officer to conduct such investigation. 
Skit. 2. Such officer, so detailed, shall make a 
thor* ugh investigation and make full report thereof to the 
county attorney, lie may employ necessary assistance of 
experts, when sp-cialiy authorized by the attorney 
Sect. d. Such officer shall be paid his necessary ex- 
penses, and a reasonable compensation by the state, ai*l 
his accounts therefor shall be audited by the governor and 
council. 
(Approved February 7, 1877.) 
Chapter 108. 
An act in relation to county treasurers. 
Beit enacted by the Senate and House nf Represen- 
tatives in Legislature assembled, as follows: 
Section 1. Any neglect by any county treasurer to 
make and forwardthe report provided in section thirteen 
of chapter one hundred and thirty-six of the revised 
statutes, shall be a breach of his official bond. 
Sect. 2. For every day’ of such neglect the county 
treasurer shall forfeit the sum of five dollars to the use of 
the state., and the attorney general shall bring an action 
on such treasure‘a official bond, to recover such fe r- 
(Approved February 7, 1877.) 
diopter lOt). 
An act amendatory to chapter thirty of the public laws of 
eighteen hundred and seventy-five, relating to the 
better protection of life and pioperty. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives in Legislature assembled, as follows: 
Section one < f chapter thirty of the public law's oi 
eighteen hundred and seventy-five is hereby amended, by 
inserting the word ‘October,’ after the woid “September,” 
and the words, *ten resident tax payers,’ after the word 
“of,” in the fifth line, so that the section, as amended; 
shall read as follows, viz. 
‘Section 1. The governor, by and with the consent ot 
the council, shall annually appoint one competent and 
practical engineer, a citizen of this state, whose duty It 
shall be, during the months of August, September and 
October, upon the petition of ten resident tax payers, the 
selectmen or assessors of any town, or county commis- 
sioners of iii}' county, to inspect any dam >r reservoir 
located in such town, which now is c-r may be hereafter 
erected for the purpose of saving water for manufacturing 
or any other purposes whatever, and after personal exam- 
ination, and hearing testimony of witnesses summoned 
for the purpose, to report forthwith to the governor his 
opinion of the safety and sufficiency of said dam or res- 
ervoir.’ 
Section two is hereby amended, by inserting the word 
‘alterations,’ after the word “such,” in the eighth line, so 
that said section, as amended, shall read as follows, viz: 
‘Section If, after such personal survey and inspec- 
tion, the engineer shall adjudge, determine and report that 
any such dam or reservoir is unsafe or dangerous to the 
lives or property of persona residing near of below such 
dam or reservoir, then <’ n owners, occupants or lessees of 
such dam or reservoir shall immediately make, or cause 
11 be made, such alterations, repairs and additions to said 
dam or reservoir as such engineer shall advise and recom- 
mend’, and in default thereof, upon application of said 
engineer to any justice of the supreme judicial court, the 
said owners, occupants or lessees shall be enjoined from 
the use of such dam or reservoir and the water therein 
contained, until they or either of them shall comply with 
the requirements of said engineer, and the water contained 
in said daui nr reservoir may be discharged therefrom, by 
order of said engineer, in such manner as said engineer 
sha'l direct as most conducive to the safety of human iif-, 
and consistent with the protection of property.’ 
(Approved February 7, 1877.) 
Chapter 170. 
An act authorizing views by juries in all cases. 
Be. it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives in Legislature assembled, as follows: 
Section 1. In any jury trial the presiding justice 
may, at his discretion, order a view by the jury. 
Skc. ‘i. This act shall take effect when approved- 
(Approved February 7, 1877 ) 
Chapter 171. 
An act to amend chapter forty section fifty of the Revised 
Statutes, relative to Pleasant river. 
Re it enacted by fhe Senate and House 0/ Representa- 
tives in Legislature assembled, as follows: 
That section fifty chapter forty of revised statutes be 
amended, by striking out the words “Pleasant river, in 
Washington erunty,” so that the section, as amended, will 
read as follows: ‘The following waters and their tributaries 
are exempt from the operation of the provisions of this 
chapter, relating to the migratory fishes, and the super- 
vision of fi-hways by the e< mmissiouers, that is to say: 
Royall’s river in North Yarmouth, Sewall’s pond or its 
outlet in Arrow3ic; Nequaueet stream in Woolwich; ham- 
ariscctta river; Puck Trap stream in Lincolr ville and 
Belmont; the eastern Penobscot river in Orland ; Winslow’s 
and I each’s streams in Penobscot; all waters in Yinal- 
haven, Bluehill, Tremont, Mount Desert, Kden, Franklin 
and Sullivan; Tunk river in Steuben; East Mach las river, 
and Oobseook or Orange river in Wh.ting.’ 
(Approved February 7,1877.) 
Chapter 172. 
An act to arm nd section three of chapter twenty six uf the 
public laws of eighteen hundred and seventy-two, relat- 
ing to the altering or widening of streets. 
Be it enacted by ike Senate and House of Representa- 
tives in Legislature assembled, as follows' 
Section three chapter twenty-six of the public laws of 
eighteen hundred and seventy-two, is hereby amended, by 
striking out the words “recover a larger.” iD the eighth 
line, ,)■} inserting in li*u thereof the words ‘be assessed a 
smaller;' also by striking out the words “and if tahl 
owner or proprietor shall recover a larger rum than that 
assessed by the city council, then.” in the tenth, eleventh 
and twelfth lines, and inserting in liiu the word ‘other- 
wise,’ so that sai-i section, as amended, shall read as 
follows. 
‘Section 3. Any owner or proprietor, as aforesaid, 
aggrieved !%• reason of the sum so assessed upon his lot or 
parcel of land, may, at any time within six months after 
such assessment,have the same assessed by a committee 
or jury, as now provided by law for the estimate of dam- 
ages for land taken for laj ing out, altering, widening or 
discontinuing any new street or public way in either of 
said cities; and if, upon appeal, such owuer or proprietor 
shall fail to i>e assessed a smaller sum than that assessed by 
the city council, then said city shall recover costs, alter 
such appeal, which shall be added to and become part of 
said assessment; otherwise, the appellant shall recover 
costs after said appeal, and the clerk of the courts f the 
county, as the cape may be, within thirty days after flnai 
judgment, In case of appeal, certify such judgment to the 
clerk of said city, as the case may be.’ 
_ (Approved February 7, 10::.; 
I'hnpter 175. 
An act to amend sectiou fifty-three of chapter eleven f 
the Revised Statutes, relating t« the el.ctioa of superin- 
tending school committees. 
Hr it enacted by the Senate and House of Reyrrsenta- 
Uvr* in Legislature assembled as follows: 
Section fifty-three of chapter eleven f the revised stat- 
utes is hereby amended, by adding thereto tic words 
•provided, however, that, if the oue thus remaining in 
•llice shall decline or neglect to till the v acancies existing 
in the board, the municipal officers .-hall fill said vacan- 
cies,’ so that said section, as amended, shall read a;* fal- 
lows: 
•Section Superintending school committee-; at their 
first meeting, shall designate by lot one of their number to 
hold olfi'e three years, and another two years, and certify 
such designation to the town clerk, to be by him recorded. 
The third member shall hold office one year; and each 
member elected to fill the place of one whose term ex- 
pires, shall hold office thru years. They shill fill all 
moancies in their number until the next annual town 
m- King. Two memb.-rs shall constitute a ijuorum; but it 
there is but on** In office, he may fill vacancies; provid< d, 
t...w:\or, that if the one thus remaining in office shall dc- 
■'line nr neglect to fill the vacancies existing in the board, 
the municipal officers shall till said vacancies.’ 
Approved February T, is-: 
flu* pier 17 1. 
A net t.i amend chapter sixty of the public law -Ol eighteen 
hundred and seventy-six, relating to administrators, 
executors and truit. es. 
Hr it enact* d. uy the Senate and House of llryresenta- 
tii es in Legislature assembled, as follows- 
Chapter sixty < f the public laws of eighteen hundred 
aud =-vent\ -six is hereby amended, by inserting after the 
word •vases,’’ irj the third line, the words ‘anil when they 
i-'side buy-mil the limits of this state, la-fore a commis- 
sioner tin* state of Maine or a United States consul,’ 
so that said chapter, as amended, shall rend as fellows: 
‘Administrators, executors and trustees are hereby au- 
thorized to make oath to their several accounts before a 
justice of the paace, in all cases, and when they renide 
beyond the limit* of this state, before a c. mmissiom r for 
the .state- of Maine or a United States consul, where no 
objection is made by p trti»*s interested, tu the allowance of 
said account.' 
(Approved February T, 
t'lmptei 1 75. 
An o t L-. amend section three chapter s«-veu •>/ the Re- 
vise.i Statutes, relating to election returns. 
He it eniuded by tne Senate and House of Ueyresent i- 
tire* in Legislature assembled ,is follows. 
Section three, chapter seven of the revised statu:--. i« 
hereby amended, by striking out the words ‘‘during the 
m, in me rignui »uu mum mica, ami insertin'.: 
instead thereof the words ‘on or before the first day of;* 
also by striking out the words “during: said first week in 
i>ec*'mb**r,’’ m the thirteenth ami fourteenth liu>-t» of said 
>»-eth n, and inserting the word •forthwith,’ after the word 
diall,” in said fourteenth line, so that said section, as 
amended, shall read as follows: 
•Section d The m-etiugs for election of register wf 
deeds shall be notified, held and regulated arid the vo ;-s 
received, sorted, counted, declared ami recorded in the 
.-ame manner as votes for representatiN e*. and fair copies 
of the lists of votes shall be attested by the municipal 
officers and clerks of towns and sealed up in open town 
in eting; and the town clerks sh ill cause them to be deliv- 
ered into the office of the secretary of state within thirty 
days next succeeding any meeting for their elrctiop. And 
the governor and couucil shall, on or before Uie tirst day 
■t December following, open and examine the same, and 
also the lists of votes of citizens in the military service re- 
turned to said ollice under the provisions of the law in that 
behalf. They shall have the same power to correct ewers 
as is conferred by section five of chapter seventy-eight; 
and they shall, forthwith, issue certificates of election to 
such persons as have a plurality of all the votes for each 
county or registry district; and the person thus elected, 
and having given the bond rt Muired in section f, ur, duly 
approved by the county commissioners, shall hold his 
ollice for the term of five years from the lirst day of Jan- 
uary thereafter and uutil another shall be chosen and 
qualified. 
(Approved February 7, 1ST7.) 
fiiaplcr 170. 
An act against pool selling and lotteries. 
He it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tive* in Legislature assembled as follows 
Ski.tios 1. Any person engaging in or having anything 
to do with pool selling shall, upon conviction, be punished 
by Imprisonment in the state prison for a term not greater 
than two years, and a fine not more than two thousand 
dollars, or both tine and imprisonment. 
Sect. 2. All lotteries, schemes or devices of chance of 
whatever name or description, at fairs, or public gatherings, 
whether in the interests of churches, benevolent objects, or 
otherwise, shall be included in, and liable to all the pen- 
alties affixed to lotteries in chapter one hundred and twen- 
ty-.fight, sections three, four and five of the revised statutes. 
(Approved February 7, 1S77.) 
Chapter F77. 
An act to amend section one of chapter thirteen <>{ the 
Public IjHWS of eighteen hundred and seventy-five, re- 
lating to close time for lobsters. 
He it enacted by the Senate, and House of Representa- 
tives in Legislature assembled as fallows: 
That section one, chapter thirteen of the public laws of 
tighten hundred and seventy-five, is hereby amended by 
striking out the words “first day of August and the first 
day of October,” and inserting the words ‘fifteenth day of 
July and fifteenth day of September,' so that said section, 
23 amended, shall read as follows: 
‘Section 1. Tkat section one, chapter two hundred ami 
ten of the public laws of eighteen hundred and seventy- 
f' ur. is hereby amended l>y striking out the wnU ‘•••atoh. 
sell or expose for Hale,'* in the first line, and all afli the 
third line of raid section, so that said section shall rend N 
person shall preserve, within the 1 units of tin- jgfh ■ 
Maine, any lobsters, between the fifteenth dav ■ .Hny .md 
the fifteenth day' of September of each y«mr.' 
(Approved February 7, 1x77.) 
Clin |>t» 17H. 
An act relative U» proceedings in court- 
Be it enacted fill the Ornate and House of 
tires in Legislature assembled as lolloirs. 
That in all criminal cases, the defendant may demur, 
and in ca^e the demurrer is not sustained, m*y plead 
over, at the same term at which the demurrer is overruled, 
provided, t»Kk t where exceptions are filed to the rulings ol 
the presiding judge, upon the demurrer, sain cause shall 
U* in order for trial as if no demurrer had been fid 
(Approved Feb. 7, li77.> 
Chnpicr l?i>. 
An act in relation t-> municipal and police courts. 
tii it enacted ny the Senate and House of /iepres' »* < 
tires, in Legislature assembled, as follows; 
Where a munieip il or police court has a regular seal of 
court and a recorder, ai 1 has jurisdiction in any action 
where the amount of damage claimed exceeds twenty dol- 
lar?, real entile and interests in r*al estate attachable on 
wr'ts from the supreme judicial court, may be attached on 
writs, or taken on executions fr< ui such municipal or po- 
lice court, where the amount of the debt or damage, exclu- 
sive ol coats, exceeds twenty' dollars. 
ApproV tld ub. 7, 1>\? 
flmpirr 1NO. 
Au act additional to chapter sixty-seven a the K-i .~.-d 
Statutes, reiating to the appointment of guard in. is 
Be it enacted t>if (he Seriate and House of Kepmenta- 
tives in l.eyivlature assembled a$ follows: 
Sio rms 1. Guardians of minors, insane and inc-■■mpo- 
tent persons, spendthrifts and convicts, are authorized l»y 
agreement of patties, t refer, by rule of court, any action 
hereafter pending in the supreme judicial c< urt, m favor 
of or against their ward, on any claim or demand for 
money or other property In which said ward is interested, 
to ;*iy judgy of said court, or any person appointed by 
••a d judge, whose decision, when a*.\ept».d by said c‘ urt. 
shall to-- tinal 
ftKi’T. 'L fhe judge f probate may auihoiii- any such 
u <rdian to adjust, by arbitrai ion or cosnpn.ini-e. any 
claim for money ur other property, in favor ol .r a .o. -.' 
any w ard r< pres -nted by him. 
Aj>pioved Feb. 7. lMT. 
« I»«pter IS 1. 
An .ie; to am-lid *ectiuu sixteen of chap; v u 
of the Revised Statutes, r* lacing t" ;L- r 
Supreme Judicial Court. 
He it enuoted by the Senate and Hou of Represent.i- 
tires in Legislature assembled as follows: 
hKCHON 1 Section hi xteen of chapter sc v'cuiy •\«ti..f 
the revised statutes is herebv am-uded, s :is rcud 
follows 
•Skc. Id. Tie* clerk of a county, by virtu- of a certi- 
ficate, provided for in this •diaprer, received in vacation, 
shall enter judgment as o| the preceding term, and e\-< u- 
tion may issue as <f that term ; but all atuiehinems then 
is force continue thirty days after the next term in t'nat 
county; and if the defendant was arr-vh-d on mesne 
process and gave bond to disclose after jud, ment. lie may 
do so after said next term without hr*. ich of his bom! 
Provided, that in all cases where a partv to a suit dies 
while the acM n is pending before (lie law court, and im 
suggestion of such death has been made upon the docket 
ot the county where the action is pending, at the time the 
certificate of decision is received by the clerk oi tl.e court 
in such county, any justice of tl.e supreme judicial court 
may, in term time or v&ca-ion, order sucli action to ix* 
brought or carried forward oil such county d«x*kct t > a 
subsequent term of the court in such county, in order that 
such dealh may be suggested upon th*- docket, and the 
proper party «r parties entitled to defend or prosecute 
such suit may enter their appearance therein, and that 
the judgment ia said action maybe entered up at such 
subsequent term, in accordance with such certificate from 
the law court.’ 
Skc. 2. This act shall take effect when approved. 
(Approved Feb. 7, IK77.) 
Or.n pier 1*2. 
An act to amend section fourteen of chap.-r six of the 
Revised Statutes, relating to taxation Personal Prop- 
erty. 
Br it enacted by the Semite and House of Representa- 
tives in Legislature assembled as follow*: 
Section fourteen of chapter six of the revised statutes is 
hereby amended, by adding another except ml case, a» 
follows Ninth, personal property in another slut- >>r 
country OH the first day of April- and legally taxed ;h-n .' 
(Approved February 7, 1*77 ) 
Chapter 3*2. 
Au act to amend section thirteen, chapter one hundred and 
thirty-three of the Public Laws of eighteen hundred 
and seventy-three, relating to the Punishment of Crimi- 
nals. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives in Legislature assembled as follows: 
Section thirteen of chapter one hundred and thirty- 
three of the public laws ot eighteen hundred and seventy- 
three is hereby amended, by striking out, from the third 
line, the words not exceeding three years,” and inserting 
In place thefeof, the words 4 for three years or less,’ so that said section, as amended, shall read as follows 
‘sSk.;. !.T. In a'l orniinal cases in this state where the 
punishmid as now pn v, i.-d by law may be imprisonment 
in the fetat. prison for three years or less, such punishment 
may be inflicted any court bavin? jur.Bdic’ion of th* 
olTense or Ciimo. in its discretion, in itbcr of the ja»l- 
A,, -roved Feb. T 1ST';.; 
( hupter 1 *<• I. 
V act : i.- -ur :p.* the introduction of the m to..’tr- 
ot It-et Sugar. 
lit il rn w'ffii by h. > M-iiuft- and Unu.tr „t Rt; ■tenfo 
f:irt Hi Lnri it urt as?* mbit d, as follows 
The govt-rni'i ai eouu- il are hertby auttioriz.il, upon 
such terms and conditions as they shall deem advantageous 
L.» the state, to contract with any re,-non Bible party <-r 
unpany, to pay said party or -mpany a sum rn.it e.\c-<-J 
•ng one cent, per pi u:i 1. on .ii l.r- t Miyar manufar 
tured in this s:,.u-. trotn t>:via rai-vd i■. T is state, the 
.mount of bounty, so paid, n-.t to exceed seven thousand 
ibdUrg In any on.-year, n.d :n t«» a d ten rs tn-.i 
'.ii- time ..f tin- pnMii-nt the first '• .m ;v :u 
Approved iebru-iry 7. 1-77 
C'!n* pit*i' IS5. 
An act ao.ll nal to chapter forty-nine f the ii vU -i 
Statutes, relating t'- l.ife iWMirat,----. 
fit if mat C*-d a if the nni House of Rt ti*> fa- 
fn’S in I hji.\! fart ua.O'i/i -ird, i< tnlfairs. 
suction’ 1 livery policy of l.i.e insurance is>u-i on 
and after :h- first -my of Api i‘. in ti.*- car of .-ui I, ml 
one thousand eight hundred and ■».-•, try -s- -i;. by at > 
company eh,.n--red by tie tl..un n y i’lis whs- i. 
may be f. f 1 •.on-payment ••* pi> n.i u.n. iuelmlitur 
all notes i.lvcu u r premie;. or interest t a-re-oii, uftei it 
'hall have be.-u in t-.-rce th full veers, and which shat, 
hot Contain pt-.vis'.-u for a .-o.. .--nder vain* at least e-.,ulv 
ai'-'it to the V duo ... 1 _■ -r the terms of this act. 
ahull, nevertheii s, b.- -tjiii;,:.in force to an extent, and 
tor a period of time to h determined as f<ii -ws. to wit 
‘The tat valu- of it e j>. 1 icy n it., premium becorr 
I'll’ .Old IS nm paid, si.ail ne ilire d according to th- 
combined « \p- ri- a -miv .-rate ef mortality, wi-' 
interest at f- ur |>er tos>. per annum ; after d< ducting 
fTom Ihi"nrth-s of n» : dm any indebt-dnese t 
the company, or it-*! s h.-l by the company against the 
insured. \vhi« h ■ •••.■ if giv* o f premium, shall then b- 
cancelled, who r«- o ,11 1 .•••i:-'dered us a net single 
premium f t-.-mporary ii.-urara-e, aud the term for which 
it wdl insure shall be n reined according to the age of 
the party at the time -f th. lapse <-f the policy, and the 
a-'.-ninp loii- id mortality and inte-es? aforesaid but if the 
I"‘hey -!i li 1 an ndowrip-nt, payable at a certain time. 
at U'-atii, it it should pi--. us!y occur, tlien. if wbut 
r- in-line, as aforesaal, -Mull *-\e-. d the n*-t single premium 
of teinj mar;; i:durance b.r the balance of the endowment 
term for tin* full amount ■ f the policy, such excess shall b. 
UiSiiier*ij a® a in c single premium ->r single eno'-wmcni, 
payable only :it the .seine time a.“ the original endowme-t, 
and in case the lit- iuswp su. vtv* s to su/h time and the 
amour t thus payable by the e -mpitny sh .ll be determined 
according to the age of the party at the time «-f the lapse 
<•» the policy, and the assumption* of mortality and interest, 
aforesaid. For the purpose of this net. when the pre- 
luiams upon any p >!iev shall he payable often* than one** 
in every veer, and default shall he m. le in the payment 
••t any premium alter the policy snail have been in fore- 
tor three full y -..is, the policy shall be valued in the s.• 
manner it would have been had the whole premium [-•. 
the p Uc\ ear last e?.t-r*;d u] n been paid in tall, and the 
balance of said year’s premium actually unpaid shall >< 
b*.- deducted from the reserve as an outstanding indebted 
p-ss at the time ib-t-ult, hut shall become a pari of the 
forborne pr« mium. as hereinafter provided. 
Skv. li If tiie death of the lit*; insured occur within 
the term «i temporary Insurance Covered by the value 
the policy, as determined in the previous section, ami it n*- 
co* difion of the insurance, otli-r than the payment -»f 
premium has been violated by lire insured, the c<-mpuny 
shall be bound to pay the amount 01 the policy the mtum 
as if there ha*l been no lapse of premium, anything in the 
policy to the contrary notwithstanding, provided, however, 
that notice of the claim and pm„f of the death shalljo- 
submitted to the company. in the same manner as pro- 
vided by the terms of tic- policy, within ninety days after 
the decease and providefl, also, that the company shall 
have the right to deduct from the amount insure*! in the 
policy the amount compounded at seven per centum per 
annum of ll the premiums that had been forborne at the 
time of the death, including the whole of tin* year’s pr* 
mi 11m in which the death occurs.' 
(Approved February 7, IS77.) 
Chapter I *»<l. 
An act requiring railroad corporations to be holden for 
labor. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rrprrsemta 
tints in Legislature assembled. as follows: 
That chapter fifty-one of the Revised Statutes b® 
amended by adding thereto these words and figurea- 
‘Sectioti *'4. Kvery railroad company, in making con- 
tracts i>.r tie building of its road, shall require sufficient 
security from the contractors for the payment of all labor 
thereafter |>erlnrmed in constructing the road by persons 
in their employ, and such company shall he liable to the 
laborers employed, for labor actually performed on the 
road, if they, within twenty days after the completion of 
such labor shall, in wri-ing, notify its treasurer that they 
have not lieen paid by the contractors.’ 
(Approved February 197.’.) 
Chapter 1ST. 
An act relating t*> witnesses »ud evidence. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and Houst of R>prenn- 
tatines in Legislature assembled, a? follows: 
Section I. Whenever it becomes necessary, ki any 
court in this state, to prove the testimony of auy witness 
•< '.he trial of any lonner caa* in any court in this state. 
certified copy of the notes of the testimony of said 
witness, taken by the stenographic reporter at the court 
where said witness testified, shall be 1*^1 evidence to 
■•rove the testimony of said witness. 
This act shall take effect when approv 
Approved February 7, i^r~.; 
Chapter iss. 
v f* ame;. 1 chapter one hundred and thirty-.wen of 
h ■ Uevisecl ."tatute.*, in relation to disposal of'criminals 
oV it frui'tfd by the Senate and House of Representa- 
fives tn Legislature assembled ax follows: 
■>■ 'tion five <*f chapter one hundred and thirty-seven of 
•he Itevis* d Statutes is amended by inserting the words ‘or 
■*u',!y Jail,’ aft-T the wonl “prison,” in the first line, and 
he words‘or jailor,’in the second line, afttr the word 
warden,” so that said section, as amended, shall read as 
'hows. 
•Section When an inmate of the state prison or 
w arden jailor shall no- 
v tk*- governor of the fact, and h-. with ad\ ice of coun- 
:1. shall appoint a commission of two or more skillful 
physicians to investigate the case, and if such inmate is 
■::;d insane by their examination, he shall be sent to the 
.'•Mine hospital until he becomes of sound mind; and if 
'his takes place before the expiration of his sentence, he 
hall be returned to prison; but if after, he shall be dis- 
charged free. The expends of the commission, removal 
<n0 support shall be paid by the stare.’ 
(Approved February 7, H?7 
Chapter 180. 
not t- amend section t-n, chapter on*- hundred and 
thirty-one of the Ke vised statutes, relating to indict- 
ments. 
fie it isted by the Senate and House of Re presenta- 
tives in Legislature assembled, as follows: 
Section tmi, chapter one hundred and thirty-one of the 
ise<i tatutes is amended by adding at the end thereof 
•he following word-. ‘No variance b-tween any matter in 
writing or in print, produced in evidence on the trial of 
eny criminal cause, and the recital or setting forth thereof 
..the complaint, indictment or other criminal process 
^hereon trial is had. shall be declin'd material, provided. 
hat the identity of the instrument is evident, and the pur- 
port thereof is sufficiently described to prevent all preju- ; 
dice to the defendant, and any crimiual process may be 
1 
amended, in matters of form, at any time before final 
yidgir.*rt,’ so that said sec:ion, as amended, shall read as 
follows*: 
‘Section 1“ In any offense in any way relating to real 
or 1 rfonal esta.p\ it shall b-deem-d sufficient and not a 
ariance, if pr-»v**d at the trial that, when the offense was 
mmitted, Lhe actual or constru'tive possession, or the 
general or special property in whole or in part of such 
-mate, was in the person >>r community alleged in the in- 
dictment to be the owner thereof. No variance between any 1 
•latter iu writing or in print, produced in evidence on the 
:iai oi any criminal cause, a»a cue recital or setting forth 
thereof in tin*. cm plaint, indictment or other criminal 
process wbercon trial is had, shall be deemed material, 
provided, that the identity of the instrument is evident, 
-nd the purport thereof is sufficientlydescribed to prevent 
.til prejudice to the defendant: and any criminal process' 
may be amended, in matters of form, at any tim before 
(Approved February 1ST'. 
Chapter 190. 
.A a a a to amend section six of chapter one 1 ua ir.-1 anti 
twenty of the public laws of eighteen hundred and 
seventy-six, to authorize the formation oi railroad cor- 
poratious. 
He it enactedby the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives an Legis'ature assembled, as follows: 
The last provision in section six of chapter one hundred 
.nd twenty of the public laws of eighteen hundred and 
-eventy-six, to authorize the formation of railroad corpo- 
rations, is hereby amended by inserting after the word 
navigate,*’ in said proviso, the words ‘nor shall any rail- 
road be located and built, under this act, running la the 
same general direction of any other railroad already 
built, or in process of construction, within ten miles of 
•itch other railroad already built, or in process of con- 
struction, within ten miles of such other railroad,’ so that 1 
said proviso, as amended, shall read as follows: 
‘Provided further, that no railroad shall be made across 
tide waters where vessels can navigate, nor shall any 
railroad be located and built, under this act, running in 
the same general direction of any other railroad already 
t.uilt, or in process uf construction, within ten miles of 
such other railroad, without special permission oi* the 
legislature therefor first obtained.’ 
'Approved February 8, 1877.' 
Chapter 191. 
An act to amend chapter forty of the public laws of the 
year one thousand eight hundred and seventy-two, re- 
lating to railroad crossings. 
JU it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tive* in Legislature assembled, as follows 
< napter forty of the public laws of the year one thousand 
igbt hundred and seventy-two is amended, so that section 
•itteen, therein named, shall read as follows: 
•beetion Id. A railroad may be carried over or uuder a 
'Meal or railroad in smh manner as not unnecessarily to 
impede the travel or transportation of them. The corpo- 
ration making cueh crossing is liable for damages occa- 
sioned by it *.u an action on the case, bridges and their 
abutments, constructed for a crossing of any way, are to 
t»e kept in repair by the corporation, or persons or parties 
running trains on any railroad crossing a highway or 
town way. The municipal officers of any city or town 
may give notice in writing to such persons, parties or cor- 
porations t hat a bridge required at such eroding has not 
.en erected, r*r Is out of repair, and not safe and con 
'• euient, within the requirements of section forty, chapter 
eighteen of tlie revised statutes, or that the crossing of any 
such highway or town way passing such railroad at grade, 
wiihin their respective cities or towns, is not made or 
maintained safe and convenient, as required by section 
t>>rty afm^said: and it shall l>e the duly of such ]>ersons, parties ^Peorp'imtinns, to erect or repair such bridge, or make such crossing s.ife and convenient, as aforesaid, 
within ten days fiom the service of said notice; and if 
they neglect so to do, HDy one of said municipal officers 
may apply to any justice of the supreme judicial court, 
in term time or vacation, to compel such persous, parties 
or corporations to erect or repair such bridge or make 
such crossing, as aforesaid; and after hearing, such jus- tice or court may make any order thereon the public con- 
venience and safety may require, and compel the respond- 
ents to comply therewith by injunctions; or the said mu- 
nicipal officers or any city or town may. at the expiration of ten days from the date of the notice aforesaid, cause 
necessary repairs to be made, and the expense of making 
such repairs, shall be paid by the persons, parties or cor- 
porations whose duty it is to keep such crossing safe and 
convenient.’ 
(Approved February 8, 1-77.) 
Chapter 192. 
An ac- providing for bridge guards on railroads. 
He it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives in Legislature assembl'd as follows. 
l-.very railroad corporation snail erect and maintain 
suitable bridge guards at every bridge or other structure 
anv portion of which crosses the railroad less than eighteen 
feet above the track: such guards to be approved by the 
railroad commissioners, and to be erected and adjusted to 
their satisfaction. Any corporation within this state, 
which refuses or neglects to comply with the provisions of 
this act, shall, for each month of contiluance in such 
neglect nr refusal, forfeit the sum of fifty dollars: and 
whoever shall wi lfully destroy or break any such bridge 
guard shall forfeit a sum not exceeding one hundred dol- 
lars and be liable to imprisonment not exceeding thirty days. 
(Approved February 8. 1577.) 
Chapter 193. 
An act establishing the compensation of the chairman of 
the county commissioners for Cumberland county. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives in Legislature assembled, as follows: 
SKcrioN 1. The chairman of the county commissioners 
for the county of Cumberland shall receive the annual i 
salary of nine hundred dollars, from and after the first : 
day of January, In the year of our Lord eighteen hundred 1 
H'ul sevent v- seven, to be paid in the manner provided by 
chapter oue hundred and seventy-three of the public laws 
of eighteen hundred and seventy-four, instead of the sum allowed by said ohapt»*r one hundred and seventy-three. 
Sbt 2. This act shall take effect when approved. 
.Approved February 8, 1377.) 
Chapter 191. 
An act l*» the salary of tilt- judge ul probate of the e-unty of Cumberland. 
Er it ena-:ted by the. Senate and House o f Representa- 
tives in Legislature assembled, as follows 
Ski tii>\ 1. The judge of probate of the county of 
Cumberla id shall receive the annual salary of sixteen 
hundred dollars, from and alter the first day of January, 
in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and seventy- 
seven, to be paid in the manner provided by law for'such 
salaries in other counties, instead of the sum allowed by 
Chapter me hundred and fifteen of the revi-ed statutes. 
f>KC. 2. This act shall take effect when approved. 
(Approved February S, 1877.,/ 
Chapter 195. 
An net to amend chapter two hundred and forty-one of 
the Public Laws of eighteen humlred and seventy-four, 
rel .ting to Cemeteries. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represenla- 
tices, in Legislature assembled, as follows: 
Section eight of chapter two hundred and forty-one of 
the public laws of eighteen hundred and seventy-four is 
hereby amended, by striking out all after the word it,” 
in the fifth line, so that said section, as amended, shall 
read as follows, to wit: 
4 Sec- S. The municipal officers of any town are hereby 
authorized to enlarge any public cemetery, or burying 
ground, w'rMn rh**' n, < n petition of ten voters, by 
taking la- ad..- -,i owners, to be paid for by the town, 
when, in their judgm.ut, public necessity requires it. 
I Approved Feb. 8, 1877 ] 
Chapter 196. 
An act to provide for the more careful expenditure of 
school money in towns. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives in Legislature assembled, as follows. 
Section 1. No money appropriated to the use and 
support of public schools under the laws uf this state shall 
be paid from the treasury of any city*, town or plantation, 
except upon the written order of the municipal officers 
thereof.- and no order for the payment of such money shall be drawn by the said municipal officers, except upon 
presentati-r of a properly avouched bill of items. 
Sac. 2. This act shall take effect when approv' d. 
/Approved February 8. 1877.) 
<’hnpt€*r 197. 
An act to amend chapter seventy-seven of the Revised 
Statutes, relative to the equity power of the $upreup* 
Judicial Court. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives in Legislature assembled as follows 
Section, five of chapter seventy-seven of the revised 
statutes is amended, by adding to the sixth specification 
the following words ‘and in cases arising out of the law 
providing for the application of receipts and expenditures 
of railroads by trustees in possession under mortgage so 
that said specification, as amended, shall read as follows 
Sixth. In cases of partnership, and between part 
owners of vessels and of other real and personal property, 
for adjustment of their interests iu the property and ac- 
counts respecting it, and in cases arising out of the law 
providing for the application of receipts and expenditure« 
of railroads by trustees in possession under mortgage.' 
(Approved Keh. 8,1871.; 
Chapter 198. 
An act to provide for the organization and management 
hoan and Building Associalioas. 
Be }t enacted by the Sfnatr and House of Representa- 
tives in Legislature assembled, as follows 
Section 1. Loan and Building Associations may i>- 
orgauized in the manner provided by chapter ninety-si 
of the public laws of eighteen hundred and seventy-six 
for the organization of savings hanks, trust and loan 'asso- 
ciations ; and upon filing of any certificate of authorize 
tion of a loan and building association with the secretary of state, as provided by that chapter, the persons therein 
named, their associates, successors and assigns, shall, 
thereupon and thereby, bo duly and lawfully constituted 
& body corporate and politic, and shall have the power to 
make and use a common seal, to hold, manage and convt •. 
real and personal property, to sue and be sued, to pr-W 
cute and defend suits in law cr in equity, to have per- 
petual succtssion each by its corporate name, and to mak 
and ordain by-laws for its government not repugnant ? ■ 
the constitution and laws of this state. 
Seo. 2. The certificate of authorization issued by the 
bank examiner, shall provide the method of calling the 
first meeting of the association. Each association shdl 
pay the bank examiner the sum of five dollars for h:s 
services in advance. 
Sue. 3. The capital stock of each association shai! con 
sist of not more ftiau thirty-five hundred shares, to be 
issued in one or successive series as shareholders may vote. 
Each shareholder shall, on each and every share of stock 
held by him, pay the sum of one dollar on such day or 
days in each and every month, and to such officer, as"the 
by-laws shall require, until the value of the whole fund of 
the series to which such shares may belong shall be sutfi 
cient to divide to each share of that series the sum of tw 
hundred dollars. Every share shall la' subject to a lien, 
for the payment of any unpaid installments and otlnr 
charges incurred thereon, under the provisions of tlrs art 
and the by-laws, and the by-laws may provide the method 
of enforcing such lien. New shares may be issued in t.v 
pi ce of shares withdrawn, forfeited or redeemed 
Sec. 4. Each shareholder, for each and every share of 
Stock held in any association, shall be entitled to receive a 
loan not exceeding two hundred dollars, such loan to In- 
disposed of by the directors, at stated monthly meetings, 
to the shareholder who shall bid the highest premium tor 
the preference or priority of the loan. W heuever a share- 
holder shall be entitled by such preference to a loan, he 
shall give such security for the repayment of the same ami 
interest as tne directors may (teem sufficient, and in addi- 
tion thereto, fie shall assign to the association on< share of 
st<*ek f-r every sum of two hundred dollars or fraction 
thereof borrowed by him. which stock so a>signcl shall 
be held as collateral security for the repayment of ate-h 
loan. In case such shareholder neglects .0 offer security 
approved by the directors, within such time as the by-law- 
provide, he shall be charged with one month's interest <»i 
the loan, together with expenses incurred, and the rnot.- v 
may be loaned to the next highest bidder or re-sold at tie 
next meeting. In case of non-payment of installments « 
interest, by borrowing shareholders, for tne space of six 
months, payment of principal and interest, without de- 
ducting premium paid, may be enforced by proceeding on 
the securities according to law. Loans may be repaid at 
any time before due, and, if before the expiration of eight 
years from the commencement of the series to which it 
belongs, there shall be deducted from the same one-eighth 
of the premium paid for each and every year of said eight 
years then unexpired. 
Sue. •>. Any shareholder, who has not received a loan 
from the association, wishing to withdraw from the 
may do so by giving thirty days’ notice of his intention so 
to do, when he shall be paid the amount he has paid into 
the association, and such proportion of the profits as the 
shareholders may vote, less the amount of any fines and 
charges provided, at no time shall more than tne-balf tb? 
funds in tne treasury he applicable to the demands <»f 
withdrawing members, without the consent of the directors. 
T pou the death of a shareholder, his h gal representatives 
shall be entitled to receive the full amount paid in, with 
six per cent, interest on the same, first deducting all fines 
and charges that may be due thereon ; or such represent- 
atives may assume and pay future installments under the 
same rights and liabilities of deceased. The money re- 
ceived for the shares of a deceased shareholder, or the 
shares themselves, as the case may be, shall descend to the 
same persona and be distributed in the same manner that 
money received from a policy of life insurance on the lib- 
of a deceased person now does by law. 
Sbc. f>. When no applications are made to borrow the 
money in the treasury, at any monthly meeting of th- 
directors they may invest such money as they may deem 
for the be t inter-.^s of the association. 
Skc. 7. 'iicors n. iy hold shares by ti u-t*« =, anit 
least two -ban s of each shareholder shall be nip' from 
at.achment and execution. 
(Approved Feb. s, 1*>77.) 
Chapter 190. 
An a.-t repeal chapter one hundred and forty-six of tin- 
I'nblic Laws « f eighteen hundred and seventy-six, re 
lating to ways, and revive the provisions of section thirty 
nine of chapter eighteen of the Revised Statutes. 
Be it tnacted by the Senate and House of Representa 
fives in Legislature assembled as follows 
Chapter one hundred and forty-six of ’he public laws : 
eighteen hundred and seventy-six, relating to ways, is 
hereby repealed ; and all the provisions of section thirty- 
nin- of chapter eighteen ot the revised statutes are heretiy 
rvvived, so that said section, as revived, shall read as fol- 
‘Snr. "u. if the judgment of the commissioners in 
favor of laying out or altering a way, as prayed fur, is 
wholly reversed on an appeal, they shall proceed no fur- 
ther and in all cases wrhcn the judgment of the commis- 
sioners shall be reversed on appeal, no petition praying 
f'T substantially the same thing shall be entertained t>y 
them lor two years thereafter. If their ju.igmdfet is 
a dinned in whole or in part, they shall carry into effect the 
judgment of the appellate court ; and in all cases they 
shall carry into full ttfect the judgment of the appellate 
court in the same manner as if made by themselves and 
the party appealing or prosecuting shall pay the costs in- 
curred since the-appeai, if so adjudged by the apellate 
■■ >urt. which may allow costs in such cases to the prevail- 
ing party, ti» !»►• paid out of the con tv treasury. The 
c^»m»>ensation <>f the committee to be the same as commis- 
sioners would have for like services, to be allowed by the 
court. The costs allowed by the prevailing party, and the 
fees of the c unmittee, are to be collected as provided in 
action three provided, however that this act shall not 
,i;ip!y to any case where the judgment has been reversed "a 
account of informality in the proceedings.’ 
(Approved February 3, 1377.) 
Chapter 200. 
An act additional to chapter thirty of the R- vi.o-d .Statutes. 
relating to Mischievous Dogs. 
rtf it enacted by the. Senate and House oj Rejnesen ta- 
tives in Legislature assembled, as fellows-. 
Bkction 1. Kvery owner or keeper of a dog shall an- 
nually cause it to be registered, described, and licensed for 
one year in the office of the city or town clerk whereiu he 
resides, by paying therefor, to said clerk, the sum of 
twenty cents and shall cause it to wear around its neck a 
collar distinctly marked with the owner’s name and reg- 
istered number, and shall pay into the treasury of the city 
or town, for such license, one dollar for a male dog and 
two dollars for a female dog. 
Sec. 2. The treasurer of the town shall keep an accu- 
rate and separate account of all money received and paid 
'•ut under the provisions of this act. 
Sue. 3. Whoever keeps a dog contrary to the provisions 
"f this act shall forfeit tjn dollars, to be recovered on com- 
plaint, to the use of the city oj town whereia the dog is 
kept, and any person may, and every police officer and 
constable shall kill, or cause to he destroyed, all dogs going 
at large, and not licensed and collared according to the 
provisions of thi* act and such officers, when not other- 
wise paid for their services, shall receive from ft\e city or 
t<>wn treasury, fifty cents for each dog so destroyed. 
Skc. 4. Whoever wrongfully removes the collar from, 
or steals a dog licensed and collared as aforesaid, shall be 
punished by a line not exceeding twenty dollars ; ami 
whoever wrongfully kills, maims, entices or carries away 
such a dog, shall be liable to the owner for its value. 
iSkc. j». »> noever sutlers ions ny reason ot the worrying, 
maiming or killing of his sheep, lambs or other domestic 
animals, by dogs, may, within thirty days after he knows 
of such loss, {>resent proof thereof to the mayor or select- 
men of the city or town wherein the damage is (lone, and 
thereupon said officers shall draw a conditional order, in 
favor of the owntr, upon the treasurer of said city or 
wn, for the amount of such loss. The treasurer siiall 
register such orders at the time of their presentation, and 
mnually, on the first day of January, pay them iD full, if 
the am u it received by his city or town under the pro- 
visions of this act is sufficient therefor ; otherwise, he 
shall div ide such amount pro rata among such orders in 
full discharge thereof. After such order lias been drawn, 
the city or town may recover, against the owner or keeper 
..f any dog concerned in doing the damage, the full amount 
8kc. 6. All fines and penalties provided in the pre- 
ceding sections may be recovered on complaint before any 
court of competent jurisdiction in the county where the 
offence is committed. 
Sbc. 7. Section seven, chapter six, of the revised stat- 
utes, relating to the assessment and collection of taxes, and 
all acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this act, are 
hereby repealed. 
(Approved Feb. 8, 1^77 ) 
Chapter 2tl. 
An act additional to chapter twenty-nine of th- Public 
haws of eighteen hundred and si gy sine, ••ou.vrr.ing the 
Militia. 
He it enacted by (tie Senate and House of litpre tenia- 
tires in Legislature assembled, as follows: 
The volunteer company known as Kichards' Light 
lufantrv, is hereby made subject to all the duties and 
granted all the privileges provided for volunteer companies 
of militia by chapter twenty-nine of the pubi c laws of 
i .hteen hundred and gixty-nino. 
(Approved Feb. S. 1877.; 
Chapter 202. 
An net to amend chapter seventy-six of the Public Lawj 
of eighteen hundred and seventy-m\-. entitled •• an act 
relating to Normal Schools.55 
lie it enacted by the Senate and Hau te of Reprrsenta 
lives in Legislature assembled, as fellows 
section 1. Chapter seventy-six of the public laws of 
eighteen hundred and seventy-six is hereby amended, by 
si rikir.g out the word thirteen,'5 in the fourth line cf sec- 
tion one, audio the third line of section two, and inserting 
in said sections the word ‘llftem;’ so that said s^etions 
.shall read as follows: 
1Skc. I. Tout for the support of the two normal 
schools established by the state, namely, the \\ estern 
Normal School at Farmington, and the Ka3tern Normal 
School at Caatine, the sum of fifteen thousand dollars la 
hep*by annually appropriated ; the same to be expended 
under the direction of the normal school trustees, as re- 
quired by act of legislature, chapter one huudred and 
fourteen, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun- 
dred and seventy-three.’ 
2. The treasurer of state is hereby authorized 
and directed to deduct from any of the school moneys raised for the support of the common schools of the state, 
the sum of fifteen thousand dollars for the purpose indi- 
cated in ibis act.’ 
(Approved February 8, l^TT., 
Chapter 203. 
An to am- rid chapo-r one hundred and forty-seven of 
the public laws id eighteen hundred and seventy-three, 
relating to the appointment and duties of port wardens. 
Hr it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives in Legislature assembled, as follows 
Section 1. Section four of chapter one hundred and 
forty-seven of the public laws of eight.*eu hundred and 
seventy-three is hereby amended, by inserting between 
the words “of” and “nautical,” in the first lino, t'ie words 
‘commercial or,’ and by striking out from said section all 
after the word “duties,” in the fifth line; so that said sec- 
tion, as amended, shall read as follows: 
‘Section f. Port wardens shall be men of commercial 
or nautical experience, and shall hold office one vear from 
each election and until others are qualified in their stead, 
except when removed for cause, or when appointed to 
serve out an unexpired term; and they shall be sworn to 
faithfully perform their duties.’ 
bh.CT. 2. Section nine of chapter one hundred ami 
forty-seven of the public laws of eighteen hundred and 
seventy-three, is hereby repealed. 
(Approved Feb. ft, I ^ 77.) 
Chapter 204. 
An act to prevent incompetent persous from conducting the business of apothecaries. 
Be. >t enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- tives in Legislature assembled, as follows: 
Section 1. The governor, with the advice of the coun- 
cil, sha l appoint three suitable persms to be crmrnig- 
sioners of pharmacy, one of whom shall hold his oilice for 
one year, one for two years, ami the other for three years, and each until his successor shall be appointed and quali- fied; and each year thereafter another commissioner shall 
be so appointed for three years and until a successor is 
appointed and qualified. If a vacancy occurs iu said 
commission another shall be appointed ms aforesaid to fill 
the unexpired term thereof. Before entering upon the 
duties of thdr office, the commissioners shall be sworn to 
faithfully and impartially discharge the same, and a record 
thereof shall be made on their commissions. 
i*KCT. 2. S lid commissioners shall examine any person who hereafter desires to engage in the business of an 
apothecary, and if found skilled in pharmacy, shall give 
him a certificate of that fact, and that he is authorized to 
engage in the business of an apothecary, and such certifi- 
cate must be signed r>y at least two commissioners. Thcv 
Mi.ui register iu .1 suuaoic dock, to be kept m the secretary 
ot state’s ottioe. the name and places <>f residence of all 
persons to whom they is«uc certificates, and the dates 
thereof, aud for each certilicate of registration given under 
the provisions of this act, said commissioners shall be 
entitled to receive from the applicant five dollars, which 
shall be in full for all services and expenses. 
i'kct. Every person hereafter entering upon the 
business of an apothecary shall first be examined by said 
commissioners, and present to them sat'sfaetory evidence 
that he has been an apprentice or employed in an apothe- 
cary store where physician*’ prescriptions arc compounded, 
at least three years, or has graduated from some regularly 
established medical school, or college of pharmacy, and is 
competent for the business, and the commissioners may 
then grant him a certificate and registry as hereinbefore 
provided. 
Skct. 4. Any pers. n engaged in the business of apothe- 
cary at the passage of this act may receive a certificate and 
be registered as aforesaid, on application to said commis- 
sioners, and presenting t them satisfactory evidence of 
his competency therefor. 
Shot. 5. Apothecaries regiitered as herein provided, 
shall have the right to keep, under such restrictions as 
the logs :?u*e nny impose, all medicines and poisons au- 
thorized by the United States dftpensatory and pharma- 
co|K»*:a as of recognized medicinal utility;’ provided, that 
notnirg herein contained 3ball be so construed astoauthor- 
fose tlie sale of intoxicating liquors. 
Skct. 6. If any person shall hereafter engage in the 
business of an apothecary, who is not now in business, 
contrary to the provisions of this act, he shall be subject to 
a penalty of fifty dollars for each week he shall so con- 
tinue in such business, to be recover, d by an action of 
debt for the use of auy person suing therefor, or by indict- 
ment for the use of the county. 
S: ct 7. This act shall not apply to physicians putting 
up their own prescriptions, or to the sal.; of proprietary medicines. 
(Approved February f», 1ST7 
Chapter 205. 
An act to amend feet ion thirty-one, chapU r eleven, 
of the Revised Mature- *>l eighteen hundred and 
seventy-one, re a inu t powers of School 
triots. 
F.r it n/ict ad by t it e Sen fit nn>i Htnse »f Rt/ire^enra 
tires in Legislature assentbled, as follows 
Section thirty-one. chapter efeven, of the revised 
statutes of eighteen hundred and seventy-one, is 
hereby amended, by inserting, after the word 
school-*,’Mn the second liue, the words ‘for such a 
period <;i time a* they may determine.’ and by in- 
serting, after the word •‘districts,” in the tenth 
line, the words ‘for said t:me,’ and by inserting;, 
after the word “yoters,” in the eleventh line, the 
words‘during said time and at the expiration of said time, each of said districts shall resume Its 
district organization, unicss a majority <>i the voter* 
in each district shall vote to continue the united 
district;’ so that said section, as amended, shall 
read as follows 
4 Sec. 31. Two or more school district.* mu v unite 
forthe purpose of establishing and maintaining m 
system of graded frpe schools, for such a period of 
time as they may determine, when a majority ot 
Hie voters present and voting at a meeting of each 
district, legally called for the purpose, > deter- mines ; and the clerk of each district i.Ui f..rh 
with furnish the town clerk with a certified eop; ..i 
such votes, and he shall enter said wtos upon tin- 
town records; and thereafter such districts shall 
constitute one district, to be known by the name 
that the inhabitants thereof adopt and haw all 
the rights and powers, aud he subject to all the 
liabilities ol other school districts for said time 
and the town shall not alter or divide it. without 
the consent of a majority of its voters during .-aid 
time; and at the expiration of said time each 
said districts shall resume its distinct organization, 
unless a majority «»f the voters in each district shall 
vote to continue the united district and at its an- 
nual meeting, it may raise money for the support of its schools, in addition to what it receives from 
the town, and not exceeding three-fifths f that 
sum. And any school district maintaining graded 
schools may raise money for the support'of It schools as provided in this section for n' -fr:ct* com 
posed of two or more districts.’ 
Approved February 9, I-::. 
Chapts” 20Q. 
An act t*» amend section sixty-five of chapter eigh- 
teen of the Revised Statutes, relating to damage 
on ways, as amended by chapter two hundred and fiiteen of Public Laws of eighteen hundred and 
seventy-four, and chapter ninety-seven of Publb 
Laws of eighteen hundred and seventy-six. 
He it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent', 
tives in Legislature assembled, as follows 
Section* 1. Section sixty-five of chapter eighteen 
of the revised statutes, relating to damages m 
ways, as amended by chapter two hundred and fif 
teen of the public laws of eighteen hundred an i 
seventy-tour, and chapter ninety-seven of the pub- lic laws of eighteen hundred and seventv-->ix, 
hereby further amended, so as to read as follows 
‘Sec. 6f>. If any person receives any bodiiv in 
jury, or suffers any damage in his property. Miri ugh 
any defect or want of repair or sufficient ™iliDg. in 
any highway, town way, causeway or bridge, he may 
recover for the same, in a special action on the case, 
to be commenced within one year from the date ot 
receiving such injury, or suffering damage, ot the 
county or town obliged by law to repair the same, 
if the commissioners of such Oouuty or the muni- 
cipal ofiicers, highway surveyors or road commit- 
Kiouers oi sucn ,wn nau twenty-lour Dour-’ actual 
notice of the a e feet or want of repair and any 
person who sustains any injury or damage, as a fort 
said, shall notify the county commissioners of -ueh 
; county, tfie municipal oflicers, or some one < l them, 
of such town, within fourteen days ther"HJt**r. b\ 
letter or otherwise, In writing, setting forth his 
claim for damages and specifying the nature of hi- 
injuries and the nature and location of the delect 
which caused such injury- If the life of any per 
j sou is lost through any such deficiency, h.s execu- 
tors or administrators may recover of such county 
j or town liable to keep the same in repair, in an 
action on tke case, brought for the benefit of the 
estate of the deceased, such sum as the jury mas 
deem reasonable as damages, if the parties liable 
had said notice of the deficiency which caused the 
loss of life; at the trial of any such action the 
; court may, ou motion of either partv, order a view 
of the premises where the defect or want of repair 
is alleged to have existed, when it would materially 
aid in a clear understanding ef the case.’ 
Sec. vi. This act shall not affect suits now pend- 
ing nor'rights of action already accrued. 
(Approved Feb. 'j. 1377.) 
Chapter 207. 
An art t-. obtain uniform Returns from Railroad 
Corporations. 
lie it enacted by the Senate and House of ReyrtsetUa- 
tives in Legislature assembled, as follows: 
Section thirty of chapter fifty-one of the revised 
statutes, as amended by “an act amendatory of and 
additional to chapter titty-one of the revised stat- 
utes, concerning railroads,” approved March three, 
eighteen hundred and seventy-four, is hereby 
amended, by striking out section one of said amen- 
datory. act, chapter two hundred and eighteen of 
acts of eighteen hundred and seventv-four, and 
substituting, in its stead, the following 
‘Sec. •'{'*. The railroad commissioner---hall pre- 
scribe a form of returns uniform for a ! the rail- 
nubs in the state, and designed to p.oduce uni- 
foinity in the annual railroad returns of all the 
railroads in New felngland, in substance the same as 
that exhibited In an appendix to their report mad** 
to the governor, December thirty, eighteen hun- 
dred and seventy -six. Kvery railroad corporation 
shall make an annual return to the railroad com- 
missioners on or before December one, of its opera- 
tions for each year ending September thirty, to be 
verified bv the oath of its treasurer, and said return 
shall conform as nearly as practicable to the blank 
forma to he prescribed and furnished by the rail 
road commissioners. If anv railroad corporation 
.-hall willfully neglect to matte such return, It shall 
forfeit one hundred (hollars to the use of the state. 
(Approved February 9, 1377.1 
Chapter 208. 
An to pepeal section thirty-one of ohnptor 
eighty-six < f the Revised Statutes, relating to 
Trustee.disclosures. 
Re it enacted by the Senate and House, of Representa- 
tive* in Legislature assembled* as f«.'! 
Six t o v I. Section thirtv-one of chapter oight.y- 
\ oi the revised statutes is hereby repealed. 
S> < 1. This act shall take effect when approved. 
(Approved February y, 187.'.} 
Chapter 209. 
An act to amend chapter six, section IJjiy-fhree, of 
the Revised Statutes, relating to repair- of ways 
in unincorporated townships. 
lie it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives in Legislature assembled, as foil >ws: 
Sectiou fifty-three of chanter six of the revi.-ed 
statutes, is hereby amended, by adding, after the 
word “thereon,¥ in the sixth line, the words ‘and 
tiiey shall make as many divisions us are equitable, 
conforming as nearly as is convenient to known 
divisions and separate ownerships, and assess upon 
each « sum proportionate to the value thereof;' so 
that the first clause of said section cilia.11 read as 
follows: 
8kc. ,'d. Said county commissioners, in Septem- 
ber, annually, by one or more of their >oard, shall 
mgke an annual inspection of all county roads in 
tlrt> unincorporated townships, and tracts of land in 
their counties, and thereupon make an estimate of 
(lie amount needed to put them in repair, so as to 
be sale and convenient for miblie travel, and assess 
such amount thereon ; and they shall make as 
many divisions as are equitable, conforming as 
nearly a.s is convenient to known divisions and 
.-eparatc ownerships, and assess upon each a sum 
proportionate to the value thereof; and cause so 
much thereof as they deem necessary for the pur- 
pose aforesaid, to he expended on said mails within 
■ >ne year therealter, and such assessment shall cre- 
ate a lion thereon for the payment thereof. 
(Approved Fob. 9, 1S77.) 
Ch- ptor 210. 
An act to amend part sixth of section litiy-ilve of 
chapter eighty-six of the Ue\ ised Statutes, relat- 
ing to Trustee Process. 
He it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives in Legislature assembled, as follows. 
Part sixth of section fifty-five of chapter eighty 
six of the revised statutes, is hereby amended, by- 
adding thereto the following words, viz more- 
over. wages of minor children and of women shall 
not* in any case, be subject to trustee process on 
account of any debt ol parent or husband,’ so that 
said part'sixth, when amended, shall read as fol- 
lows 
‘Sixth. By reason of any amount due fn»iu him 
to the principal ilefendaut, ».> wages for his personal 
labor, or that of his wife or minor children, for a 
tone not exceeding one month next preceding the 
service of the process, anti not exceeding twenty 
dollars ol the amount due to him as wages for his 
personal labor and this shall not be exempt in 
any suit for necessaries furnished him or his lamily ; 
moreover, wages of minor children and of women, 
shall not, in any ease, be subject to trustee process 
«>n account of any debt of parent or hu .-thaud.’ 
(Approved February b, 1S77.) 
Chapter 211. 
An act additional to chapter oue hundred and 
ninety-three of the Public Laws of the year eigh- 
teen hundred and seventy-four, relating t<> clerks 
of judicial courts. 
He it enacted by the Senate and llonte of Re, re tenta- 
tive* in Legislature astern bit d, as follows: 
hiccrioN 1. In criminal, prorifoutions, clerks of 
judicial courts shall make extended records ol tlu 
process, proceedings and judgment, in all indict- 
ments fur felonies. In all other indictments, it 
shall be sufficient to record the title of the case, the 
nature of the indictment, the term when it was 
found, the proceedings in brief thereon, and the 
judgment and sentence of the court. And in all 
prosecutions brought up by appeal from inferior 
courts, it shall be sufficient for such clerks to record 
the titlo of the case, the nature and elate of the 
complaint, the name and official character of the 
magistrate before whom the case was tried, and the 
sentence and date of the sentence aupealed from ; 
to he followed by correct minutes of the proceed- 
ings and judgment in the appellate court. 
Ski 2. This act shall take effect when approved. 
(Approved Feb. 9, 1477.) 
Chapter 212. 
Au act to amend section five of chapter sexenty- 
cigfTt of the Revised Statutes, as amended by 
chapter sixty-two of the Public Laws of eighteen 
hundred and seventy-six, relating to Election 
Returns. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives in Legislature assembled as follows: 
Section five of chapter seventy-eight of the re- 
vised statutes, as amended by chapter sixty-two of 
the public laws of eighteen hundred and seventy- 
six, is amended, by adding thereto the following 
words: and the provisions of said section five, so 
far as they relate to correction of rctflfns and to 
ascertaining for whom votes were Intentionally 
cast, shall ue applied in determining the election 
of representatives to congress, senators and repre- 
sentatives to the state legislature, and electors of 
president and vice president of the United States. 
In all cases when a return is defective, by reason of 
any informality, a duly attested copy of the record 
may be substituted therefor,’ so that said section, 
as amended, wiH read as follows 
‘Sec. 5. The governor and council, on or before 
the first day of December in each year, shall open 
ami compare the votes so returned, and may receive 
testimony ->n oath to prove that the return from 
any town does not agree with the record of tlie 
vote of such town in the number of votes, or the 
names of the persona voted for, and to prove which 
of them is correct; and the return when found to 
he erroneous may be corrected by the record. No 
such correction can be made without application 
within twenty days after the returns are opened, 
stating the error alleged, and reasonable notice 
thereof given to the person to lie affected by such 
correction. The persons having the highest num- 
ber of votes, not exceeding the number to be chosen, 
shall be declared elected and shall he notified 
thereof by the secretary of state, ho sworn, and 
enter upon the discharge cl* official duties on the 
first of January thereafter. If a number of per- 
sons, exceeding the number to be chosen, receive 
an '.quad number of votes, no one is elected. But. 
in order to ascertain what persons have received the 
highest number of votes, the governor and council 
shall count and declare for any person all votes in- 
tentionally cast for such person, although his name 
upon the ballot is misspelled, or written with only the initial or initials of nis Christian name or names 
and they may hear testimony, upon oath, in rela- 
tion to such votes, iu order to get at the intention 
of the electors, and decide accordingly. The pro- 
visions ol this section shall he applied iu determin- 
ing the election of all county officers, and the 
provisions of said section live, so far as they relate 
to the correction of returns and to ascertaining for 
whom votes wore intentionally cast, shall he applied 
in determining the election of representatives to 
congress, senators and- representatives to the state 
legislature, and electors of president and vice presi- 
dent ol the United States. In all cases when a 
return is defective, by reason of any informality, a 
duly attested copy ol the record may he substituted 
therefor. 
(Approved February v*. l-tf?.) 
Chapter 213, 
Aii iu*t tu muit*ti* 1 section thirty-two. chapter lour of 
tlie Revised Statutes, relating to Elections. 
Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives in Leuistature assembled as follows: 
Section thirty-two of chapter four of the revised 
statutes is amended, by striking out the following words lilank pieces of paper and votes for per- 
sons not eligible to the olliee shall not be counted as 
votes, but the number of such blanks and the num- 
ber and names on ballots for persons not eligible 
shall be recorded and return made thereof,” and 
inserting, in place thereof, the following words 
No person ineligible to the olllce shall be declared 
elected, but votes cast for such persou shall be 
counted to determine whether any person has re- ceived the necessary number of all the votes east 
also in the thirteenth line, by inserting after the 
word “elected,” the following words: 'and the 
governor'shall issue a certificate thereof ;’ and also, by adding, at the end of said section thirty-two, the following words: ‘in all cases not otherwise 
provided for, if no person eligible to the office fe- 
eeives tho requisite number of votes to elect him, then tho governor shall order a new election,' so 
that said section shull read as follows 
‘Sec. 32. In order to determine the remit «f any election by ballot, the number of persons who voted 
at su.'h election shall first be ascertained by count- ing the whole number of separate ballots given in, which shall lie distinctly stated, recorded, and returned. No person ineligible to the olliee shall 
he declared elected ; but votes cast for such person shall he counted, to determine whether anv person 
has received the neoessarV number of all the votes 
cast. I n cases of representatives to congress and to 
the state legislature, registers of deeds, county and 
state oftioers, except where a different rule is pre- 
scribed in the constitution, the person or persons, 
not exceeding the number to be voted for at any 
one time far any such office, having the highest 
number of votes given nt such election shall bo 
declared to be elected, and the governor shall issue 
a certificate thereof. If, by reason oi two or more 
of the persons having the highest number of votes 
receiving an equal number, the election of the 
requisite number of officers cannot be declared, 
without declaring more than the requisite number 
J oleoted, no one of those having an equal number of 
| votes shall bo declared to be elected, in all other ! cases no person shall be deemed or declared to bo 
| olected, who has not received a majority of the whole number of votes counted as aforesaid ; and if 
a number greater than is required to be chosen 
receive a majority of the whole number of votes so 
j given, the number so required, of those who hive the greatest excess in votes over such majority, 
shall he declared to be elected. If the number to 
be elected cannot be so oompleted by reason of any 
two or more of such persons having received an 
equal number of votes, the persons having such 
equal numbers shall be declared not elected. In all cases not otherwise provided for, if no person 
eligible to the office receives the requisite number 
of votes to elect him, then the governor shall order 
a now election.' 
(Approved Feb. 1H77.) 
Chapter 214. 
An act requiring accounts and claims against towns. 
cities, cic., to be verified by oath. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rtprtsenta- 
fives in Lcijisiatu.ee assembled as /uliotvs: 
Evitfy person presenting an account or claim 
against any town, village corporation, eity, county, 
or the state, lor services rendered, articles lurnijdied 
or exponses incurred, shall cause said account or 
claim to be verified by oath, when required to do 
so, by any person whose duty it is to audit the 
aame and if said claimant refuses sojo verily hi- 
claim shall he rejected. 
(Approved February •, 
Chapter 215. 
An art to amend chapter twent v-feveu of the 
Revised Statutes, relating to Drinking lloue< 
and Tippling Shops. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and tlouse of Representa- 
tives in Legislature assembled, as follows: 
Section 1. Section twenty-two oi chapter t went 
seven of the revised statutes is hereby amended, 
as to read as follows 
k Sko. 22. No person sha’l be allowed, at au> 
time, to sell, by himself, his eic-rk, rvaut or ugeni. directly or indirectly, any intoxicating liquors, "i 
whatever origin, except us hereinafter provided; 
wine, ale, porter, stroug beer, lager beer, and ad 
other mult liquors, and eider when k*qd or depos- 
ited with intent to sell the same f r tippling pur- 
poses, as well as all other distilled spirits, shall be 
considered intoxicating within the meaning of thi> 
chapter; but this enumeration shall not prevent 
any ofclier pure or mixed liquors from being con- sidered intoxicating.’ 
Sue. 2. Section twenty-three of the same chapter 
is hereby amended, so as to read as follows 
Skc. 23. Any person who shall manufacture f>»r 
sale any intoxicating liquor, except cider, shall be 
punished as provided in section twenty-four of this 
ehupter.’ 
Skc. 3. Section twenty-four of the same chapter 
is hereby amended, so as to read as follows 
Skc. 21. Any person who shall sell any intoxi- 
cating liquors manufactured by him in this state, 
except cider, shall be punished by impris iiiment 
two months iu the county jail, and by fine of one 
thousand do Hitt's, and stand coin mi tied till paid.' 
ot*4. un every subsequent conviction aiieruie 
first offense described in section thirty-liv*- of tin? 
saiue chapter, Hie person or persons ibund guiltv 
shall pay a line of one li mid red dollars and cost ul 
prosecution, ami stand committed until the same he paid\ ami in addition thereto, shall he im- 
prisoned in the county jail three months. 
Skc. o. Section forty-five of the same chapter is 
hereby amended, so as to read as follows: 
Sta'. 43. Every trial justice, recorder, clerk, and 
judge of a municipal or police court, and even 
county attorney, having knowledge of any previous 
conviction of any person accused of violating this 
chapter, in preparing complaints, warrants, or in- 
dictments. shall allege such previous conviction 
thereon, and, alter au indictment in any sjich case 
is entered iu court, no county attorney shall dismiss 
or fail to prosecute the same except by spoofed order 
of said court, il any trial justice, recorder, clerk, 
or judge of a municipal or police court, or count) 
attorney, neglects or refuses to allege such previous conviction, or if any county attorney shall fail t<< 
prosecute as provided in this section, he shall forfeit 
one hundred dollars in each case, to be recovered in 
an action of debt, to be brought by the attorney 
general in hehall of the state.' 
Sue. 0. All aots or parts of acts inconsistent with 
this act are hereby repealed. 
(Approved February k, .\ 
Chapter 210. 
An act to provide security for If.uls in the State 
Treasury. 
He it enacted by the Senate mid House of Etjirrsevtn- 
tires tn Legislature assembled, as follows: 
Suction 1. Every United States or oth r bond 
now in the state treasury, or that may hereafter 
oouio into the treasury, shall immediately be en- 
dorsed with the words following, viz: Property of the state of Maine not transferable by the treasurer 
without the consent of the governor endorsed 
thereon 
Ski .2. All acts and parts of acts Inconsistent, herewith are hereby repealed. 
(Approved February 9, 
Chapter 217. 
An act additional to section six of chapter six of 
the Revised Statutes, relating te the taxation of 
property of Religious Societies. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives in Legislature assembled. 88 follows: 
All the property of any religious society in this 
state, both real and personal, except its meeting- 
house and vestry, and the furniture therein, and all 
parsonages not exceeding six thousand dollars In 
value and from which no rent is received, shall he 
liable to taxation the same as othor property. 
(Approved February 9,1S77.) 
Chapter 2i8. 
Au act to revise and consolidate the laws relating 
to the government, powers, duties, privileges and liabilities of savings banks aud institutions for 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House oj Representa- 
tives in Legislature assembled, as follows: 
Section I. Savings banks and institutions inoor 
porated under the authority of this state, may ex- 
ercise the powers and shall be governed by the 
rules and be subject to the duties, liabilities and 
provisions in their charters, in the following sec- 
tions, and m the general laws relating to corpora- 
tions, unless otherwise specially provided. 
Sect. 2. The officers ot every such corporation 
shall consist of a president, treasurer, and when in 
the opinion of the trustees necessary, an assistant 
treasurer, and not less than five trustees, not more 
than three of whom shall be directors in any na- 
tional bank, nor more than two of whom shall be 
directors in the same national bank, who shall elect 
from their number, or otherwise, such other officers 
as they may see fit. 
Sect. 3. Such officers shall be sworn to the faith- 
ful performance of the duties of their office, and 
shall hold their several offices unt'i others are 
chosen and qualified in their stead. 
Shot. 4. The members of the corporation shall 
annually, at such times as may be provided in their 
by-laws, elect from their number not less than five 
trustees, who shall have the entire supervision and 
management of the affairs of the institution, ex- 
cept so far as may be otherwise provided by their 
by-laws. Any trustee who shall become a trustee 
or officer in any other savings corporation, shall thereby vacate his office as such trustee. 
Sect. r». The trustees, immediately after their 
election and qualification, shall elect one of their 
number for president whe shall also be president 
of the corporation. They shall also elect a treas- 
urer, and when deemed necessary, an assistant 
treasurer, to hold their offices during the pleasure 
of the trustees. The treasurer, and iu his absence 
the assistant treasurer, it there is one, shall bo ex- 
officio clerk of the corporation, and of the trustees. 
The treasurer and assistant treasurer shall give 
bonds to the corporation for the faithful discharge 
of the duties of their offices, in such sums as the 
trustees may decide to be necessary for the safety 
<.f the funds, and such bonds hereafter given shall 
continue and be valid from year to year so long as 
they may be elected and hold said offices, subject to 
renewal whenever ordered by the trustees or bank 
examiner. Said bonds shall be recorded upon the 
books of the institutions, and the bank examiner 
shall annually examine the same and inquire into 
an certify to the sufficiency thereof, and when he 
shall deem any such bond insufficient, he shall 
order a new bond to be given within a time by him 
specified. They shall receive a compensation to be 
fixed bv the trustees. The trustees may receive 
such compensation lor weir services in maKing ex- 
aminations and returns required by their by-laws 
and the laws of the state, as may be lixed by the 
corporation at any legal meeting thereof 
Sect. 6. if any office becomes vacant during the 
year, the trustees may appoint a person to fill the 
same until it is filled at the next annual meeting. 
Sect. 7. Such corporations may at any time 
hold special meetings by order of the trustees, and 
the treasurer shall also call special meetings upon 
application in writing of ten members of the cor- 
poration. Seven cays’ previous notice of all 
annual meetings shall be given by public adver- 
tisement in some newspaper of the county where 
the corporation is established, or if there is no such 
paper, then, in the state paper. 
{sect. 8. Every such corporation shall consist of 
not less than thirty members, and may, at any legal 
meeting, by a majority of at least two-thirds of 
those present, elect, by ballot, any citizen of the 
county wherein the corporation is located, to be a 
member thereof. No porson shali continue to be a 
member after removing from the state. Any mem- 
ber of the corporation who Bhall fail to attend the 
annual moetings for two successive years shall 
cease to be a member unless re-olected by a vote of 
the corporation. 
Sect. Every such corporation may receive on 
deposit, for the use and benefit of depositors, sums 
of money offered for that purpose; but shall not 
not reoeive from any one depositor, directly or indi- 
rectly, over two thousand dollars, and no interest 
shall be paid to any one depositor for any amount 
wf deposit over said sum. except for deposits by 
widows, orphans, administrators, executors, guar- 
dians, charitable institutions, and as trust funds. 
The trustees shall have power to reiuse any deposit 
at their pleasure. 
Sect. ip. Savings banks and institutions for sav- 
ings are restricted to and hereafter may invest their 
deposits in the public funds of any of the New 
England states, including the bonds of the counties, 
cities and towns of the same; in the public funds of 
the United States; in the stock or any bank or 
banking association incorporated under authority 
of this state or of the United States; in the munici- 
pal bonds of cities of twenty thousand inhabitants, 
or more, of the states of New York, Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois, Michigan and Missouri, and in the public 
funds of each of the above named states, and county 
bonds in the same states, when not issued in aul of 
railroads; provided, that no investment shall be 
made in the bonds of the several cities and counties 
of the states of Indiana, Illinois and Missouri, with 
the exception of the city of St. Louis, in the state 
of Missouri, where the municipal indebtedness of 
such city or county exceeds five per centum of its 
valuation; in the first mortgage bonds of any rail- 
road company or other corporation incorporated 
under the authority of this state, in the stocks of 
any such railroad company which is unincumbered 
by mortgage; in the stock and bonds of any other 
corporations incorporated under the authority of 
this state which earn and ure paying regular divi- 
dends of not less than six per centum per annum, 
and may invest by loan on first mortgages of real 
estate situated in tins state not exceeding sixty per 
centum of its value; and may loan to any county, 
city or town* and on notes with a pledge as collat- 
eral of any of the aforesaid secureties, including 
savings bank deposit books of any savings ban* in 
the state, and the stock of any of said railroad 
companies, not over seventy -five per centum <vf the 
market value of such stock and may loan to said 
corporations, on personal secureties. with at least 
two good and sufficient sureties, when the secureties 
pledged are their own bonds and stock; and may 
also loan on such other personal secureties of the 
state as in the judgment of the trustees it will be 
safe and for the interest of the bank to accept. All 
investments shall be charged and entered on the 
books of the hank at thei-cost to the bank, or at 
par when a premium is paid. 
Sect, li- Any savings hank or institution for 
savings shall have authority to hold real estate to 
an amount not exceeding five per centum of its de- 
posits, and no part of said amount shall be invested 
in real estate, except in the purchase of a building 
or a site, and the erection and preparation of a 
suitable building to be used for banking purposes; 
provided, that such corporation shall not hold real 
estate, for the purpose aforesaid, exceeding one 
hundred thousand dollars in value. 
Sect. 12. No savings bank or institution for sav- 
ings shall hold, by way of investment, or as security 
for loans, or both, more than one-fifth of the capital 
stock of any corporation, nor invest more than ten 
per centum of its deposits, and not to exceed sixty 
thousand dollars, in the capital stock of any corpo- 
ration, nor have more than seventy-five per centum 
of its deposits in mortgages <>f real estate. The 
provisions of sections ten, eleven and twelve shall 
not apply to real estate, or other assets, acquired 
by the foreclosure of a mortgage thereon, or upoi 
judgment for debts, or in settlements to secure debts. 
Shot. 13. Savings banks may deposit on call in 
banks or banking associations incorporated under 
the authority of this state, or the laws of the 
United States, and receive interest for the same. 
Sect. 1-1. The trustees shall see to the proper in- 
vestment of deposits and funds of the corporation, 
ki the manner hereinbefore prescribed. No loan 
shall bo made directly’ or indirectly to any of the 
trustees, or any firm of which he is a member. 
Sect. l."> Evory savings bank and institution for 
savings incorporated under the laws of^this state 
shall, semi-annually', on the last Saturday of April 
and October in each year, make a return signed and 
sworn to by its treasurer, of the average amount of 
its deposit.3 fur the six months next preceding each 
ol‘said days, deluding an amount equal to the 
amount of United States bonds, and the value of 
real estate, owned by said banker institution. Said 
return shall be made to the treasurer of the state 
on or before the second Monday of May and Novera- 
i her of each year, and for willfully making a false 
| return, he shall be liable to pay a fine of not less 
; than live hundred nor more than five thousand dol- 
; lars. The treasurer shall pay to the treasurer of 
1 state a tax on account of its deposits of one per 
I centum per annum, on the amount of its deposits 1 as in said returns. One-half of said tax to bo as- 
! sossed on the average amount on deposit for the six 
months ending and including the last Saturday in 
April, and the other half on the average on deposit 
for the six months ending and including the last 
Saturday in October. One-half of the sum so paid 
to be appropriated for the use of schools, as pro- 
vided in chapter eleven, section ninety-one of the 
! revised statutes, and one-half to the use of tho 
! state. The taxes imposed by this section shall he 
paid semi-annually within ten days after tho first 
Monday in June and December. 
Sect. 1G. Every savings bank or ins'itution for 
savings, neglecting to pay the taxes imposed by 
section fifteen of this acf, shall be liable f»r the 
same with costs and interest in an action of debt in 
the name of the state at the suit of the treasurer. 
Sect. 17. All deposits of savings banks in this 
state shall lie exempted from municipal taxation to 
the bank or to the depositor, excepting real estate 
owned by tho bank, and not held as collateral se- 
curity, which may be taxed by the city or town in 
J which the same is located. 
Sect. ltf. .No gift, fee, commission <>r 'brokerage 
! shall be received by any olficer of a savings bank. 
I on account of any transaction to which the hank is 
a party, under a penalty for each offense, of one 
hundred dollars, to be recovered in an action of 
debt, in the name, and to the use <*.f the state, pro- 
vided. that nothing herein contained shall apply to 
any cxpoDges of examining titles, and making con- 
veyances upon loans made by savings hanks. Par- 
ties making any loan from a savings hank shall pay 
all expenses incurred by reason of making the same. 
Sect. 10. The trustees shall, aft^r passing to the 
reserve fund one-fourth of one per centum of tho 
average amount of deposits for the six months pre- 
vious to declaring a dividend, not subject to bo di- 
vided, declare dividends, not to exceed two and 
one-half per centum semi-annually, except as here- 
inafter provided, at such times as may be required by their by-laws, among depositors of three 
months’ standing at least, before dividend day. 
The corporation may by their by-laws include de- 
posits of less standing. The reserve fund shall be kept constShtly on hand, to secure against losses 
and contingencies, unril the said reserve lun>i 
amounts to five per centum of their assets. Ali 
losses shall be passed to the debit of said account. 
And ni.cn said reserved fund amounts to five per 
oentum ot tiie assets of any bank, all net profit-, 
thereafter made by said banks shall lie divided every 
throe years ratably among the depositors of one. 
two and three full years' standing, as extra divi- 
dends. No dividends or interest shall be declared, 
credited or paid except by the authority of a vote 
of the board of trustees, duly entered upon their 
records, whereon shall be recorded the yeas and 
nays upon such vote. Trustees of savings bankr 
and savings institutions arc prohibited from making 
any semi-annual dividend ot a rate per centum 
which will make the aggregate amount of said «J• v 
idend greater than the actual earning of the bank 
or institution on hand. 
Skct. 20. No deposit shall tic received under any 
agreement to pay any sprecilicd sum of interest lor 
its use, other than regular semi-annual and extra 
dividends. 
Skct. 21. N'o savings bank shall be required or 
obliged to pay any depositor five hundred dollars 
or less, until after thirty days’ notice, nor any sum 
exceeding five hundred* dollars, until alter sixty 
days’ notice. 
Ski r No treasurer of any savings bank, the 
deposit:- of which exceed one hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars, shall lie cashier in a national oi 
stock bank and if the treasurer of a savings bank, 
having depo.-its not exceeding one hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars, iJ cashier m a national or 
slock bank, not more than one trustee of the sav- 
ings hank shall be a director, nor more than two 
trustees shall be stockholders in the national or 
stock bank, so connected therewith. All coin, bill*, 
notes, bonds, secure ties and evidences of debt, com- 
prising the assets of .-i: id savings bank connected 
with a national or stock bank, shall be kepi sepa- 
rate and apart from the assets or property of such 
national or stock hank, and sir-ill also be kept sep- 
arate and apart from the assets or properly of any 
other bank, banker, corporation, partnership, indi- 
vidual or firm. 
Sect. 2 k All securetios owned or hold by saving' 
banks shall be kept within this state, and the place 
of their deposit shall be selected with reference to 
ensuring the greatest possible security for their 
safe keeping, and shall be subject to the approval 
of the ank examiner. 
Sect. 21. The treasurer of every savings batik 
itfiftll, on Saturday of each and every’ week, make 
and declare a trial balance, which shall be recorded 
in a book kept for that purpose, and said book shall 
be open at all times for the inspection of the trus- 
tees. cornoiators and examiner of banks. 
Sect. gfi. It shall be the duty ol treasurers 
savings hanks, on tho first day of April in each 
year, to return to the assessors of cities, towns and 
plantations in this irtntc, where persons reside who 
own bank stock which is pledged or transferred to 
said bank as collateral security for loans, tho names 
of persons pledging or transferring such stock and 
the amount of tiie same*, and stock so pledged 
or transferred by persons residing out of tho state 
shall be returned by the treasurers in tho same 
manner to the assessors of the cities or towns in 
which the bank whose stock is so pledged or trans- 
ferred is located. For the purposes of taxation, 
bank stock so pledged or transferred as collateral 
securitj' for loans, shall be deemed tho property of 
the persons so pledging or transferring it. 
Sect. 2b. When the person to whom a hook of 
deposit was issued shall notify in writing the treas- 
urer of the bank issuing tho same, that such book 
is lost, and that such person desires to have a du- 
plicate book of deposit issued to him, said treasurer 
shall give public notice of such application hy pub- 
lishing at the expense of such applicant, an adver- 
tisement, for three weeks successively, in some 
newspaper published in the town in which said 
bank is located, or if none is published in said town, 
then in one published iu the county, or, if none is 
published in the county, then in the state paper. 
; If such missing deposit book shall uot have been 
presented to the treasurer of said bank within six 
months after the last advertisement, then said 
treasurer shall issue a duplicate book of deposit to 
the person thus requesting the same, and such de- 
livery ol n duplicate shall relieve said bank from 
all liability on account of the original bool, of de- 
posit so ad ertised. 
Sect. 27. The treasurer of every savings hank 
and institution foriavin^s .-hall annually make re- 
runn of the condition and standing thereof at sucii 
time as the bank examiner may designate, which 
return shall be made to the hank examiner within 
fifteen da.\ s after the day designated in the blank 
form of sucii return which shall he furnished to 
every such hank or institution by the examiner. 
Sect. 28. The treasurer has power, under the di- 
rection of the trustees, to assign, discharge ami 
foreclose mortgagee, and convey real estate held 
as security for loans, or the title of which accrued 
from foreclosure of mortgages, or judgments of courts 
Sect. 20. The trustees shall cause all real estate 
of an insurable character held by them absolutely, 
l or in mortgage, to beluily insured, the expense of 
which in case of mortgage, shall be added to the 
amount of tho mortgage debt to be refunded in 
case of redemption. 
Sect. 30. r*o oflieor of the corporation shall use 
or appropriate anv ol its funds to his own private 
purposes, under the penalties imposed by law for 
embezzlement, 
fcJEt’T. 31. Money deposited 1»y a married woman 
or minor in the property of and to belaid to the 
depositor or onfer. and is not the property of the 
husband or parents; and such depositors may main- 
tain actions in Hleir own names against the bank 
to recover their deposits; but this section shall not 
apply to any money fraudulently' deposited by or 
in the name of a married woman or minor, belong- 
ing to a th ird persoq. The receipts of such married 
woman or minor for such deposits and interest or 
any part thereof, shall he a valid release and dis- 
charge to the corporation. 
fc>K< T. .'12. Two of the trustees, at least, shall once 
in cadi year, thoroughly examine the a flairs of the 
corporation, settle the treasurer’s account, and re- 
port under oath to the bank examiner the standing 
»1 the corporation, the situation ot its lunds, and 
ull other matters which the examiner requires, in 
manner and according to the form lie prescribes. 
And the examiner shall seasonably giv e notice of 
the time ami furnish blanks lor said examination 
and return. 
fcKcT. ;< savings institutions and trust and loan 
associat <•: ball be under the charge ol the bank 
examine! mr the purposes of examination. He 
shall vim! * very savings bank, institution for sav- 
ing an>! ti o t and loan association, incorporated by 
authorn\ this state, once in every year, and as 
much «.!•:«-'•• as he may deem expedient. At such 
t.- he shall have free access to the vaults, books 
and papeiand shall thoroughly inspect ami ex- 
.*mine nil the alfairs of eacli of said corporations, 
and make such inquiries as may be necessary to as- 
certain it condition, ability to fulfill its engage- 
ments, an-! whether it has complied with the pro- 
visnmsoi law. He shall preserve, in a permanent 
bom, a full record of his proceedings, including 
statement ol the condition of each ot said corpo- rations. a copy of which statement shall be pub- lished bv such corporation immediately alter the 
examination of the same, in a newspaper in the 
p ace svhcrc such corporation is established, or ii 
there be m> newspaper in such place, then in a 
nowspap u'dished at the nearest place thereto. 
Ski r. .it. me examiner may summon all trustees, 
•In ers or agents of any such corporation, and such 
-ther witnesses as he thinks proper, in relation to 
the affairs, transactions and condition of such cor- 
poration, and lor that purpose may administer 
oaths; ami whoever refuses, without justifiable 
cause, to appear and testily when thereto required, 
or obstructs said examiner in the discharge of his 
duty, shall be punished by a fine not exceeding one 
thousand dollars, or imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding two jears. 
Sect. A". If upon examination of any such cor- 
poration, the examiner is of the opinion that the 
same is insolvent, or that its condition is such as tm 
render its further proceedings hazardous to the pub- lic or those having funds in its custody, lie shall 
apply, or If upon such examination he is of opinion 
that such corporation has exceeded its powers or 
failed to comply with any ot the rules, restrictions 
or conditions provided by law, he may applj to one 
of the justices of the supreme judicial court to 
isi'uc an injunction vo restrain sucn corporation in 
whole or in part from further proceeding with its 
business until a hearing can be had. Such justice 
may forthwith issue process lor such purpose, and 
after a lull hearing of the corporation, may dissolve 
or modify the injunction, or make the same per- 
petual, and make such orders and decrees to sus- 
pend, restrain or prohibit the further prosecution 
'■(' the business of the corporation, as may be need- 
nil in the premises, according to the o.iurso of pro- 
ceedings in equity, and he may appoint one or 
more receivers or trustees to take possession of the 
property and effects of the corporation, subject to 
»-uch rules and orders as may from time to time be 
prescribed by the supreme judicial court, or any 
justice thereof in vacation. Such receivers or trus- 
tees shall annually, in the month of November, and at such other times as the bank examiner may 
require, make a report to him ot the progress made 
in the settlement of the affairs ot said corporation, 
and the examiner shall seasonably give notice ol the 
time and furnish blanks for the report. 
Sect. 3G. Whenever, any savings bank, institu- 
tion for savings, or trust and loan association, shall 
be insolvent by reason of loss on, or ^ deprecia- 
tion in the value of. any of its assets, without the 
fault of the trustees thereof, the supremo judicial 
court, in term time, or any justice thereof in vaca- 
tion. shall, on petition, in writing, of a majority of the trustees, and the bank examiner, setting forth such facts, appoint a time for the examination of 
the affairs ot such corporation, and cause notice thereof to be given to all parties interested, in such 
manner as may be prescribed; and, if upon an exami- 
nation ot its assets and liabilities, and from other evidence ho shall be satisfied of the tacts set forth 
in said petition, and that the corporation has not 
exceeded its powers, nor failed to comply with any of the rules, restrictions, and conditions provided 
1#' law, he may, if he shall deem It tor the interest 
of the depositors and the public, by proper decree 
reduce the deposit account of each depositor, so as 
to divide such loss pro rata among the depositors thereby rendering the corporation solvent, so that 
its further proceedings would not be hazardous to 
the public, or those having or placing funds in its 
custody, and the depositors shall not be authorized 
to draw from such corporation, a larger sum than 
thus fixed by the court, except as hereinafter provid- 
ed; provided, however, that it shall be the duty of 
the treasurer of such corporation, to keep an oocuratc 
aooount of all sums received for such assets of the 
corporation held by it at the time of filing such pe- 
tit-ion, and if a larger sum shall be realized there- 
from than the value estimated as aforesaid by the 
court, he shall, at su«h time or times as the court 
may prescribe, render to the court a true account 
thereof, and thereupon the court, alter due notice 
thereof to all parties interested, shall declare 
a pro rata dividend of such excess among the de- 
positors at the time of tiling the petition. No de- 
posit shall be paid or received by sueli corporation 
alter the filing of the petition, tfll the decree of the 
cwurt reducing the deposits as herein provided. If 
the petition is denied, it shall be the duty of ihc 
bank examiner to proceed f.r the winding up of the affairs of the corporation as urovided in section 
thirty-five. 
Sk( t. 37. The examiner shall annually, on or be- foro the first day of December, make a report to the governor and council, of the general conduct 
and condition of each of the banks Visited by him. making such suggestions as he deems expedient. Such report shall be printed and laid before the 
legislature at its next session, and one copy sent to eacli savings kank in the state by the secretary of 
state. 
Skct. If, in the opinion of the examiner, 
any savings bank or its officers or trustees shall be 
found to have persistently violated any law in rela- 
tion to savings banks, or institutions* lor sating?, he shall forthwith report the same, with such re- 
marks as he deems expedient, to the attorney gen- 
eral, who shall forthwith institute a prosecution*for 
such violation in behalf of the state. The penalty for such violation, unless otherwise prescribed, shall not be less than one hundred dollars, nor 
more than five hundred dollars. 
Sk.ot. Savings banks and institutions for sav- 
ings that have exercised the privileges of a livings bank or institution for savings, and done business 
as such for the term of one year, shall be held to be legally organized. 
Skct. 40. The clerks of savings banks or institu- 
tions for savings shall make return of the annual 
election of officers to the bank examiner, within ten days alter their election ami qualification. Keo. 11. Any person or persons not authorized 
by act of the legislature, who shall advertise his 
business as that of a savings bank, or shall receive 
deposits under pretence of conducting a savings bank, shall be punished by a fine of one hundred 
dollars fur each offense; but nothing in this act 
contained shall be construed as prohibiting any 
person from advertising his business as a banker, 
and offering to take and taking deposits to be loaned 
upon such terms and conditions as the depositor mat 
prescribe. 
42. The powers, privileges, duties and 
restrictions, conferred and imposed upon an)1 savings corporations, by whatever name known, by its charter or act of incorporation, are hereby abridged,* enlarged <<r modified, as each particular 
case may require, in such manner that each and 
every such charter or act of incorporation shall be made to conform to the provisions of this act, and to such amendments as may be made thereto; and 
each and every Mich savina'? corporation sfinll 
possess uic powers, rights and privileges, and he 
subject to tiie duties and restiietions and liabilities 
ooulorrtd and imposed by this act, anything in their respective diai t<-rs or acts ul'incorporation to the 
contrary notwithstanding. Put nothing in this act 
shall be construed to uITeet the legality <d invest- ments licretofoie made, of tiansactionl- heretofore 
| had, or the payment of intcrot at a rate not ex- oeeding six per centum on deposits alreudv made, until the dividend next follow mg the passage of this act Put the securities shall be valid in favor 
oi the bank, pursuant to any provisions of law m 
foice when such investments weremace, or transac- 
tions had, nor to require the change oi investments 
; 
»°r those named In this act, except as the same can l>e done gradually by the sale or redemption of the securities so invested in, in such manner as to pre- vent. loss or embarrassment in the business of such 
corporation, or unnecessary loss or* injury to the 
j borrowers on such securities. And the investment! 
hereafter n any securities not named in this act, or the amendments that may be made thereto, shall ! be deemed a misdemeanor, on the part of the trus- 
i tees authorizing, or oilicers making, the same; and 
such trustees or officers shall be subject to the pros- ecutions and punishments prescribed by law for that offense. 
Skc. 4:j. Sections eighty-seven to one hundred 
and two, inclusive, of chapter forty-seven of the revised statutes, chapter two hundred and twenty- two of the aots of eighteen hundred and seventy- 
: one, chapter seventy-four of the acts of eighteen hundred4ind seventy-two, chapter one hundred and 
i fifty-four of the acts of eighteen hundred and 
8”^iree’ chapter two hundred and sixty six of the acts of eighteen hundred and seventy-four, 
! and chapter forty-seven of the acts of eighteen hundred and seventy-five, are hereby repealed. 
(Approved February 9, 1S77.) 
Chapter 210. 
An act to amend section eight of chapter seventeen of the Revised Statutes, relating to nuisances. Re it enacted by the Senate and Haute of IZr;>r-tenta- tive* in Legislature ast tabled ax follows: 
Section eight of chapter seventeen of the revised 
statutes is hereby' amended, by adding after the words ‘‘any valuable building,” in the third line 
thereof, the words, ‘not owned by such person or Ins lessor, which was,’ so that said section, as amended, shall read as follows-. 
‘8kc. 8. If a person carries on the business of 
manufacturing gunpowder, or of mixing or grind- 
ing the composition therefor, in any building with 
in eighty rods of any valuable building n<>t owned 
by such person or his lessor, which was erected 
when such business was oommenced, the funner 
building shall be deemed a public nuisnne--. and 
such person may he prosecuted accordingly. 
(Approved February y, IS.'?.; 
STATE OF MAINE. 
Resolves providing for certain amendments to the 
Constitution of the State of Maine. 
lif sn/x e<i, Two-thirds of both houses of the legis- 
lature concurring, that the following be proposed 
as amendments to the constitution of the state d 
Maine, to wit: 
Electors. 
No person shall vote at any election in this state, 
unless he has paid a poll tax within two years pre- 
ceding the election in which lie proposes to vote, 
provided said tax has been legally assessed upon 
Municipal indebtedness. 
No city or town shall hereafter create any debt or 
liability, which, singly, or in the aggregate with 
previous debts or liabilities, shall exceed five per 
centum of the last regular valuation of said city or 
town; provided, however, that the adoption of‘tin- 
article shall not be construed as applying to an\ 
fund received in trust b\ said city or town, nor to 
any loan fur the purpose of renewing existing loans, 
or for war or to temporary loans to he paid out ->l 
money raised by taxation during the year in which 
they are made. 
Kesolvu!, That the aldermen of the several cities, 
and selectmen of the several towns, and the asses- 
sors of the several plantations, in the state, are 
hereby empowered and directed to notify the inhabi- 
tants of their respective cities, towns and planta- 
tions, in the manner prescribed by law, at the 
annual meeting iu the month of September next. t< 
give in their votes upon the questions whether the 
amendments proposed in the foregoing resolve, to 
the constitution of the state, shall be made; ami 
the questions submitted to said inhabitants shall bo 
as follows, to wit. 
Shall the constitution of the state of Maine he 
amended, as proposed by resolves i.t the legisla- 
ture, approved on the ninth day of February, in the ear ol our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy-seven, to wit; (Here insert all theatre 
named proposed amendments, seriatim •t r*rhutim.) 
It*solved, That the aloermen of the several cities, 
the selectmen of toe several towns, and the ass.:.-- 
sors of the several plantations, in this state, at the 
general election to he held iu this state on the sec- 
ond Monday of September next, shall provide, at each poll in the state, a separate box to receive the ballots of the electors in relation t< said amend- 
ments; and each elector may present a ballot on 
which shall be printed or written, or partly printed and partly written, in the form following, nauielv 
for all the propositions on this ballot which are not 
cancelled with ink or pencil, and against all which 
are so cancelled. 
ror tne proposed amendment in relation to 
Electors, 
for the proposed amendment in relation to 
Municipal indebtedness. Each of said ballots shall be counted as a vote t'-.r 
eaeh.proposition tlicreou not cancelled with ink or 
pere.i, and against each proposition so cancelled. And the ballots shall be received, sorted.counted, declared and recorded in open ward, town and plan- tation meeting, and lists of the votes shall bemad, 
by the aldermen, selectmen, assessors and clerks of 
tiie several cities, towns, wards and plantations and returned to the office of the secretary of state, in the same manner as votes for governor. And the 
governor and council shall count the same, and 
make return thereof to the next legislature, and if 
a majority of the votes are in favor of any of said 
amendments, such amendments shall be declared 
by proclamation of the governor to be adopted, and the constitution shall be' so amended, to take effect 
on tlie lirst Wednesday of January, in the year of 
our Lord < ne thousand eight hundred and seventy- 
Resolved, That the secretary of state shall cause 
printed ballots to be prepared, in the form herein- before prescribed; and said ballots, and also proper blanks tor the return of the votes, shall be furnished to the aldermen of the several cities, the selectmen ©f the several towns, and the assessors of the several plantations in this state, at the same time and in the same manner as blank returns lor the votes for 
governor, anil shall he kept at every poll during the time ol voting, in sufficient quantities for the 
use of the electors; and one of said printed ballots shall be posted up with every warrant for calling the meeting for said general election, in everv place whore such warrant is required to he posted 
Reunited. That the secretary of state he directed to seasonably prepare and furnish to the municipal ^Tlt^rr1 0,tief’- town" sn'‘ plantations 
s i! !, t h,ank wairants, in due form, for the calling the next annual meeting in the month ol September next containing proper articles lor the election of all officers required by law to he voted lor, and also proper articles setting forth the pro- posed amendments to the constitution of the state as named in the first resolve. 
Resolved. That the secretary of state shall publish 
CS’ ^ u‘e Eamc mann« “-ml at the same 
qu? r<i l*?o he pub fished!13 °‘ the ^Ulature are re- 
(Approved February 9, YS77. 
